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Abstract

This article examines Ukraine’s journey toward European Union integration,
focusing on the prospects and challenges that lie ahead. Ukraine’s desire for EU
membership represents not only a strategic shift but also a complex transformation
requiring significant reforms in governance, economics, and security. The article explores
the political challenges, such as aligning Ukraine’s legal and administrative systems with
EU standards. It also discusses the economic disparities between Ukraine and EU nations,
emphasizing the need for economic stabilization and growth to bridge these gaps and
ensure long-term resilience. Additionally, the war caused by Russian aggression presents
serious security concerns, necessitating strong international cooperation to achieve
stability. So the purpose of the study is to examine and critically evaluate Ukraine’s journey
toward European Union membership, paying particular attention to the potential
opportunities and obstacles that lie ahead. By analyzing Ukraine’s efforts to meet EU
standards, implement political and economic reforms, and align with European values, the
article aims to shed light on the progress Ukraine has made on its path to integration.

This article explores that despite these challenges, the potential benefits of EU
integration for Ukraine are substantial. Closer ties with the EU can foster economic growth,
attract foreign investment, and expand trade opportunities, which are critical for Ukraine’s
post-war recovery. Moreover, the EU’s framework can support political stability and
promote governance reforms, essential for Ukraine’s democratic development.
Membership could also enhance the EU’s influence in Eastern Europe, contributing to
regional stability and strengthening European unity.

By analyzing both the obstacles and opportunities, this article provides a balanced
overview of Ukraine’s integration process, highlighting that while the path is challenging,
the potential rewards make the journey worthwhile for both Ukraine and the EU. The study
underscores that a committed and collaborative approach can help transform Ukraine’s
vision of EU membership into a reality, ultimately contributing to greater stability and
prosperity in Europe.

Funding: The article was written within the framework of the Erasmus+
international project Jean Monnet ‘Tmplementation of European values as a basis of
democracy in Ukraine’ (EVADEM — 101085843 — ERASMUS-JMO-2022-MODULE).
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AHoTamisa

s crartsa mocrmimkye Nuisax YKpaiHu 7o iHTerpariii mo €Bpomeiicbkoro Corosy,
30CEPEKYIOUHCh Ha NIEPCIIEKTUBAX 1 BUKJIMKAX, 1[0 CTOATH Homnepeny. baxxanua Ykpainu
cratu yieHoM €C € He JIHIIIe CTPATETIYHUM 3pPYIIEHHAM, a ¥ CKJIaIHOIO TpaHchOopMaIi€o,
[0 BUMAarae 3HayHUX pedopM y cdepi ympasiiHHA, eKOHOMIKH Ta 6Ge3meku. Y cCrarTi
PO3IJIAAAIOTHCS MOJTITHYHI BUKJIMKY, 30KpeMa y3ro/IKeHHs IIPaBOBOi Ta a/JIMiHiCTpaTUBHOI
cucteM Ykpainu 3i crangapramu €C. Takoxk OOTOBOPIOIOTHCS €KOHOMIUHI po36iKHOCTI
Mixk YKpaiHoio Ta kpainamu €C, migkpecitoioun motpeby B eKOHOMIUHIHN crabimizarii Ta
3POCTaHHIi IS TO/T0JIAaHHA ITUX PO3PUBIB i 3a6e3meUeHHs TOBIOCTPOKOBOI critikocTi. Kpim
TOrO, BiliHa, cupuyuHeHa arpecielo Pocii, cTBopioe cepiio3Hi mpobieMu Ge3meku, IO
noTpebyoTh MiITHOI Mi>KHAPO/THOI CITiBIIpali /ISl JOCATHEHHS cTabimbHOCTI. OT:Ke, METOIO
JIOCJI/PKEHHS] € BUBUYEHHsS Ta KPUTHYHA OIliHKA NUIAXy YKpaiHM [0 WIEHCTBA B
€sponeiicbkomy Cor3i 3 0COOJMBMM aKIEHTOM Ha TMOTEHINIHHI MOXKJIUBOCTI Ta
MIEPEIKO/Y, 1[0 YEKAIOTh MOMePeAy. AHATIZYIOUN 3ycHyUIsA YKpaiHH 1010 BiZMOBiHOCTI
crafzapraMm €C, BOPOBI)KEHHS MOJITHYHUX Ta €KOHOMIYHHX pedopM i JOTpUMaHHSA
€BPOTIEMCHKUX I[IHHOCTEH, CTATTSA MIParHe BUCBITJINTH IIPOTPeC, IKOT0 YKpaiHa focAria Ha
HIIAXY 710 iHTerpartii.

B crarti 3asHauyeHo, IO He3BaXKalouM Ha I[i BUKJIMKHU, MOTEHIHHHI BUIOAM Bif
interpamii 3 €C mnsa Ykpainu € 3HauHuMu. TicHimi 3B’s13ku 3 €C MOXKYTH CIPUITH
€KOHOMIUHOMY 3pOCTaHHIO, B3aJydeHHI0O IHO3EMHHX IHBECTUIH 1 pO3IMHpPeHHIO
TOPrOBEJIbHUX MOXXJIMBOCTEH, IO € KPUTHYHO BAXKJIUBUMU JIJI BiTHOBJIEHHA YKpaiHU B
micaABoeHHUH mepion. Kpim Toro, pamkosa cTpykrypa €C MOXKe MiITPUMYyBaTH HOJTITHUYHY
cTabinpHicTh 1 cupuaTtu pedopMaM YIpaBIiHHA, HEOOXITHUM IS JIEMOKPATHUYHOTO
pPO3BUTKY YKpainu. UneHCTBO Takoxk Moxke mocwyutu BIvuB €C y CxigHii €Bpori,
CIIPUSAIOYM PETIOHATBHIN cTaOIBHOCTI Ta 3MIITHEHHIO EBPOTIEHCHKOI €HOCTI.

AHaJTI3yI0UN SIK TEPENIKO/IN, TaK i MOXKJIMBOCTI, IS CTaTTA Hajlae 36alaHCOBAHUM
oTJIAA Tpouecy iHTerpamii YKpaiHW, HiKpecyiioouH, IO, X04Ya HUIAX € CKJIAJHUM,
TIOTEHIIIHI 3M00yTKH POOJATH HOTO BAapTUM 3YCHJIb SAK JUIA YKpaiHu, Tak i gma €C.
JocrimkeHHs aKIIeHTye yBary Ha TOMY, [0 BiJTAaHU i CHUTBHUE HiAXi MOKe JOTIOMOITH
BTiIUTH OaueHHA YKpaiHu 1070 wieHcTBa B €C y peasbHICTh, IO 3PEIITO0 CIHPUITHME
cTabiIbHOCTI Ta IPOLBITAHHIO B €BPOTIi.

®diHaHCyBaHHA: CTATTd HalKMCaHA B paMKax MiXXHapozHoro mpoekty Epaszmyc+
7Kau Mone «BrpoBai:keHHsI €BPOTIEHCHKUX IIHHOCTEN SIK OCHOBA JIeMOKpaTii B YKpaini»
(EVADEM - 101085843 — ERASMUS-JMO-2022-MODULE).
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Problem statement. As Ukraine continues to pursue closer integration with the
European Union, understanding the challenges, opportunities, and necessary reforms is
essential for both Ukrainian policymakers and EU institutions. This topic is especially
pertinent given the shifting security dynamics in Eastern Europe, the impact of recent
conflicts, and the European Union’s evolving role in supporting stability and democratic
governance in the region.

Research in this area provides valuable insights into the economic, political, and
social adjustments required for Ukraine’s potential accession, while also highlighting the
broader implications for EU enlargement policy, regional stability, and the future of
European integration. This study can inform policymakers, contribute to scholarly
discourse, and support Ukraine’s efforts to align with EU standards, fostering a deeper
understanding of the pathway and prospects for Ukraine’s EU membership. So the
relevance of research is significant in the current geopolitical landscape.

Analysis of previous research and publications. Today we have a number of
research works by both Ukrainian and foreign researchers dedicated to the study of
prospects of the Ukraine’s path to EU Membership. However, the aspect of the
implications for the EU and the region of Ukraine’s path to membership remains partially
underexplored, with the perspective of providing of a strategic chronology of the stages of
Ukraine’s approach to EU membership. The research based on studying EU regulations
(European Commission, PESCO, etc.). An analysis of recent research and publications on
EU regulations highlights the European Union’s evolving regulatory frameworks in
finance, defense, health, social policy, and international cooperation.

Particular attention to the principles and policies of rebuilding Ukraine is paid by
Y. Gorodnichenko and S. Stepanchuk (Gorodnichenko & Stepanchuk, 2023;
Gorodnichenko, 2022). The prospects of using public and private partnerships in Ukraine’s
post-war reconstruction can be found in works of Y.Matviishyn and Y. Vershyhora
(Matviishyn & Vershyhora, 2022). Short-term, medium-term, and long-term challenges for
Ukraine on the modern stage are the subject of research ‘Stronger Together: Present and
Future Challenges on Ukraine’s Road to EU Integration’ of the Centre for Economic
Strategy (Stronger Together..., 2023).

The purpose of the study is to explore and critically assess Ukraine’s path
toward European Union membership, with a particular focus on the potential prospects
and challenges that lie ahead. By examining Ukraine’s progress in meeting EU standards,
political and economic reforms, and its alignment with European values, the article aims to
provide insights into the steps Ukraine has taken toward integration. Additionally, it will
analyse the obstacles Ukraine faces in achieving EU membership, potential EU reforms
and their implications. This article seeks to inform readers about the complex dynamics of
Ukraine’s European aspirations and contribute to a deeper understanding of the broader
geopolitical implications of Ukraine’s potential EU integration.

The methods and techniques of researches. The research on the prospects for
the future Ukraine’s path to EU Membership was conducted using methods of analysis,
synthesis, and generalization, analytical and comparative analyses. Additionally, a socio-
communicative approach was applied, which gave an opportunity to analyse and interpret
the data from the perspective of the planned impact on society by the object of study, as
well as the characterization of society’s reaction to this influence.

Theoretical background. The European Union (EU) stands now at a crossroads,
faced with the dual imperatives of deepening integration among its existing members and
expanding its membership to include aspiring nations. The strategic vision for the EU’s
future is underpinned by a commitment to maintaining stability, promoting prosperity,
and reinforcing its values of democracy, rule of law, and human rights across the continent.

At the heart of the EU’s strategic vision is the goal of deepening integration among
its current member states. This involves enhancing economic, political, and social cohesion
through various mechanisms and policies. The economic integration process aims to
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complete the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) by addressing remaining
vulnerabilities and ensuring the stability of the Eurozone. Efforts are underway to establish
a more robust banking union, including a common deposit insurance scheme and a
strengthened European Stability Mechanism (ESM) to provide financial assistance to
member states in distress (European Stability Mechanism, 2020). Additionally, the Capital
Markets Union (CMU) seeks to mobilize capital across Europe, fostering investment and
growth.

Political integration is equally critical, with the EU focusing on strengthening its
governance structures and decision-making processes. Reforms aimed at increasing the
efficiency and democratic legitimacy of EU institutions are essential for addressing the
growing scepticism and Euroscepticism within member states. Enhancing the role of the
European Parliament, improving the transparency of the European Council’s decision-
making, and ensuring greater involvement of national parliaments in EU affairs are pivotal
steps towards a more democratic Union. Moreover, fostering a European identity and
solidarity among citizens through education, cultural exchange, and civic engagement is a
key component of the integration process.

The EU’s strategic vision also includes plans for further enlargement, particularly
towards the Western Balkans and the Eastern Partnership countries. The accession of these
countries is seen as a means to promote stability, democracy, and economic development
in the region, as well as to strengthen the EU’s geopolitical influence. The Western Balkans,
comprising countries like Serbia, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and Kosovo, are at various stages of the accession process. The EU has
reiterated its commitment to the Western Balkans’ integration, recognizing that their
future lies within the Union. This is reflected in the 2018 EU-Western Balkans Strategy
(Strategy for the Western Balkans..., 2018), which outlines concrete steps and support for
reforms in these countries.

The Eastern Partnership, which includes countries such as Ukraine, Georgia, and
Moldova, represents another significant dimension of the EU’s expansion strategy. These
countries have made substantial progress in aligning their policies and standards with the
EU through Association Agreements and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Areas
(Association Agreement..., 2023). The EU’s engagement with these countries aims to
promote political stability, economic development, and resilience against external
pressures, particularly from Russia. The EU’s Eastern Partnership policy emphasizes
support for governance reforms, economic modernization, and the strengthening of
democratic institutions.

However, the path towards deeper integration and expansion is fraught with
challenges. The EU must navigate complex political dynamics both within and beyond its
borders. Internally, the rise of populist and nationalist movements poses a significant
challenge to the integration agenda. These movements often exploit economic disparities,
migration issues, and sovereignty concerns to garner support, thereby undermining the
unity and coherence of the EU. To counter this, the EU needs to address the root causes of
discontent by promoting inclusive growth, social cohesion, and effective governance.

Externally, geopolitical tensions and security threats, particularly from Russia,
present significant obstacles to the EU’s expansion plans. The on-going war in Ukraine and
the assertive foreign policy of Russia in Eastern Europe necessitate a robust and coherent
EU foreign policy. Strengthening the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP)
and enhancing cooperation with NATO are critical for addressing these security challenges.
The EU’s strategic autonomy, which aims to bolster the Union’s ability to act
independently in defence and security matters, is a key aspect of this effort.

Moreover, the economic disparities between current and prospective member states
pose significant integration challenges. Ensuring that new member states can meet the
economic criteria for accession and effectively integrate into the single market requires
substantial support from the EU. The cohesion policy, which aims to reduce regional
disparities and promote balanced development across the Union, will play a crucial role in
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this regard. Investment in infrastructure, education, and innovation in both current and
prospective member states is essential for fostering convergence and ensuring that the
benefits of integration are widely shared.

The EU’s strategic vision for expansion and integration has broader implications for
global governance and international relations. A more integrated and expanded EU can
serve as a powerful advocate for multilateralism, free trade, and global cooperation. The
EU’s commitment to tackling global challenges such as climate change, digital
transformation, and migration can be reinforced through a more cohesive and influential
Union. Furthermore, the EU’s model of regional integration and cooperation can serve as
an inspiration for other regions seeking to enhance their stability and prosperity through
collective action.

The EU’s strategy also highlights the importance of maintaining strong transatlantic
relations. The partnership with the United States remains a cornerstone of the EU’s foreign
and security policy. Continued cooperation on issues such as security, trade, and climate
change is essential for addressing global challenges. Additionally, strengthening ties with
other global partners, including China, India, and Japan, is crucial for promoting a rules-
based international order.

In conclusion, the EU’s strategic vision for the future involves a dual focus on
deepening integration among its current members and expanding its membership to
include aspiring nations. This vision is driven by the goals of enhancing stability,
promoting prosperity, and reinforcing democratic values across the continent. The process
of deeper integration entails completing the Economic and Monetary Union, strengthening
political governance, and fostering a European identity.

Expanding membership involves supporting the accession of the Western Balkans
and engaging with the Eastern Partnership countries to promote stability and
development. However, the path towards integration and expansion is fraught with
challenges, including political dynamics, geopolitical tensions, and economic disparities.
Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive and sustained effort, both within
the EU and through cooperation with international partners. The broader implications of
the EU’s strategic vision highlight its potential role as a global leader in promoting
multilateralism and addressing global challenges. Through a more integrated and
expanded Union, the EU can enhance its influence and contribute to a more stable and
prosperous world.

Potential reforms and their implications. The European Union (EU) stands at
a critical juncture, requiring strategic reforms to address contemporary challenges and
ensure its long-term relevance and stability. As it navigates the complexities of
globalization, economic disparities, political fragmentation, and external threats, the EU’s
strategic vision includes a suite of potential reforms aimed at strengthening its institutions,
deepening integration, and enhancing its global influence.

Governance reforms. At the heart of the EU’s strategic vision is the need for robust
governance reforms to enhance democratic legitimacy and decision-making efficiency.

1. Strengthening the European Parliament. Increasing the legislative powers of the
European Parliament (EP) is essential to enhance its role in EU decision-making. This
could involve giving the EP greater say in budgetary matters and expanding its powers in
policy areas currently dominated by the European Council and the European Commission.
Such reforms would enhance the democratic accountability of the EU, giving citizens a
more direct voice in European affairs.

2. Reforming the European Commission. Proposals to streamline the European
Commission include reducing the number of Commissioners to make the body more
efficient and representative. Additionally, enhancing the transparency of the Commission’s
decision-making processes can help build public trust and reduce perceptions of
bureaucratic opacity.

3. Revamping the Council of the European Union. Introducing more majorities
voting in the Council of the European Union, as opposed to the current requirement for
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unanimity in key policy areas, could accelerate decision-making and prevent a single
member state from blocking critical initiatives. This reform could be contentious but is
necessary for a more agile and responsive Union.

Economic reforms. Economic resilience and convergence remain top priorities for
the EU, necessitating reforms that can bolster growth, stability, and cohesion across the
bloc:

1. Completing the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) (What is the EMU?...,
N.d.). The EMU’s future stability requires a fully-fledged banking union, including a
European Deposit Insurance Scheme to protect savers across the euro area. Additionally,
establishing a common fiscal capacity, such as a Eurozone budget, could provide a buffer
against asymmetric economic shocks and support member states in economic distress.

2. Capital Markets Union (CMU) (Capital markets union..., N.d.). Completing the
CMU is crucial for mobilizing capital across the EU, fostering investment, and promoting
economic growth. This involves harmonizing financial regulations, removing barriers to
cross-border investment, and ensuring efficient capital allocation throughout the Union.

3. Green and Digital Transitions. Implementing the European Green Deal and
advancing the digital transformation are central to the EU’s economic strategy. These
reforms aim to make the EU the world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050 and a
global leader in digital innovation. This requires substantial investment in renewable
energy, sustainable infrastructure, and digital technologies, supported by a robust
regulatory framework.

Social reforms. To ensure social cohesion and address disparities, the EU must
implement reforms that promote inclusivity and equal opportunities:

1. Social Pillar Implementation. The European Pillar of Social Rights, adopted in
2017 (The European Pillar of Social Rights..., N.d.), outlines principles and rights essential
for fair and well-functioning labour markets and welfare systems. Implementing these
principles requires coordinated actions to improve working conditions, social protection,
and access to education and training,.

2. Addressing Inequality. Reforms aimed at reducing economic and social
disparities between and within member states are critical. This includes targeted
investments in regions lagging behind, support for marginalized communities, and
measures to combat discrimination and promote social inclusion.

3. Health Union. The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the need for a stronger
European Health Union. Proposals include establishing a more coordinated EU approach
to health crises, enhancing the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC), and creating a European Health Emergency Preparedness and Response
Authority (HERA) (Health Emergency Preparedness..., N.d.).

Foreign policy and security reforms. In an increasingly volatile global environment,
the EU’s strategic autonomy and global influence require significant enhancements to its
foreign policy and security frameworks:

1. Common Foreign and Security Policy (CESP). Strengthening the CFSP involves
increasing the EU’s capacity to act cohesively on the global stage. This could include
streamlining decision-making processes, enhancing the role of the High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and improving coordination between the EU and
national foreign services.

2. Defense Integration. Furthering defense integration through initiatives such as
Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) (Permanent Structured Cooperation..., N.d.)
and the European Defence Fund (EDF) can enhance the EU’s military capabilities and
reduce dependency on external actors (EDF / Developing tomorrow’s defence capabilities,
2024). Developing a common strategic culture and conducting joint military operations are
vital steps towards a more unified and capable European defense policy.

3. Strategic Partnerships. Building and strengthening strategic partnerships with
key global players, such as the United States, China, and India, is crucial. This involves
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balancing relationships to protect the EU’s interests, promoting multilateralism, and
addressing global challenges like climate change and cybersecurity.

Implications of reforms. The implications of these potential reforms are
multifaceted and profound:

1. Enhanced Cohesion and Stability. Governance and economic reforms can foster
greater cohesion and stability within the EU. By addressing economic disparities,
improving democratic accountability, and streamlining decision-making, the Union can
become more resilient and better equipped to handle internal and external challenges.

2. Global Influence and Strategic Autonomy. Strengthening the CFSP and
advancing defense integration can enhance the EU’s strategic autonomy and global
influence. A more cohesive and capable EU can play a more significant role in international
diplomacy, security, and defense, contributing to global stability and multilateral
governance.

3. Social Inclusivity and Resilience. Social reforms aimed at reducing inequality
and promoting inclusivity can ensure that all EU citizens benefit from economic growth
and integration. By addressing social disparities and enhancing social protection, the EU
can build a more inclusive and resilient society.

4. Sustainable and Innovative Growth. Implementing the Green Deal and
advancing digital transformation can position the EU as a leader in sustainable and
innovative growth. These reforms can drive economic development, create new jobs, and
set global standards for environmental and technological innovation.

5. Public Trust and Legitimacy. Transparency and accountability in governance,
combined with effective implementation of social and economic reforms, can build public
trust and legitimacy. Engaging citizens in the decision-making process and demonstrating
tangible benefits of EU membership are essential for countering Euroscepticism and
fostering a sense of European identity.

The EU’s strategic vision for the future involves a comprehensive set of reforms
aimed at deepening integration, enhancing economic resilience, promoting social cohesion,
and strengthening foreign policy and security frameworks. These reforms are essential for
addressing contemporary challenges, ensuring the Union’s stability and prosperity, and
enhancing its global influence. The successful implementation of these reforms requires a
concerted effort from EU institutions, member states, and citizens, guided by the principles
of democracy, solidarity, and mutual respect. By embracing these reforms, the EU can
secure its position as a leading global actor, capable of addressing both internal and
external challenges and contributing to a more stable and prosperous world.

Ukraine’s path to membership. Implications for the EU and the region. Ukraine’s
path to EU membership has significant implications for both the EU and the broader
region.

1. Geopolitical Stability. Ukraine’s integration into the EU can enhance geopolitical
stability in Eastern Europe, serving as a counterbalance to Russian influence. A stable and
democratic Ukraine within the EU can contribute to regional security and cooperation.

2. Economic Growth. Integrating Ukraine into the EU single market can boost
economic growth and investment in both Ukraine and the EU. This can create new
opportunities for trade, innovation, and development, benefiting the entire region.

3. EU Cohesion. Ukraine’s membership can strengthen the EU’s cohesion by
promoting unity and solidarity among member states. The successful integration of a large
and diverse country like Ukraine can demonstrate the EU’s capacity to accommodate and
support new members, reinforcing the principles of enlargement and solidarity (Baas &
Brucker, 2011).

4. Cultural Enrichment. Ukraine’s rich cultural heritage can contribute to the EU’s
diversity and cultural exchange. Integration can promote mutual understanding, cultural
cooperation, and the sharing of values, enriching the EU’s cultural landscape.

Ukraine’s path to full EU membership involves a comprehensive and sustained effort
to implement political, economic, legal, and social reforms. Meeting the EU’s criteria
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requires commitment and cooperation from the Ukrainian government, civil society, and
international partners. The successful integration of Ukraine into the EU can enhance
regional stability, promote economic growth, and strengthen the EU’s cohesion and global
influence. Through these efforts, Ukraine can achieve its aspirations for a European future,
contributing to a more stable, prosperous, and united Europe.

The results and discussions. Ukraine’s aspiration to join the European Union
(EU) represents a strategic vision for its future, symbolizing a commitment to democratic
values, economic development, and integration into the European community. However,
the path to EU membership is complex and requires meeting a series of stringent
benchmarks across political, economic, legal, and social dimensions.

Immediate to Short-Term (1-3 Years).

1. Submission and Approval of Membership Application:

Ukraine has formally submitted its application for EU membership. The initial phase
involves the European Council and the European Commission assessing Ukraine’s
readiness and the potential impact on the EU.

Upon positive assessment, the European Council may grant Ukraine candidate
status, marking the official start of the accession process. This status acknowledges
Ukraine’s eligibility and commitment to reforms.

2. Political and Institutional Reforms:

—Strengthening the independence and efficiency of the judiciary, including
transparent judicial appointments and anti-corruption measures.

—Establishing robust anti-corruption institutions and laws, ensuring enforcement
and reducing bureaucratic corruption (On the prevention of threats..., 2023).

—Implementing merit-based recruitment and training programs for civil servants to
enhance public service delivery and governance.

3. Alignment with EU Acquis:

The European Commission conducts a comprehensive screening process to identify
areas where Ukraine’s laws and regulations need alignment with the EU acquis.

It is also necessary to continue developing detailed roadmaps for adopting and
implementing EU laws across various sectors.

Medium-Term (3-7 Years).

4. Economic Reforms and Market Integration:

—Ensuring that Ukraine’s economy can cope with competitive pressures within the
EU. This involves liberalizing markets, reducing state intervention, and enhancing
competition.

—Fully implementing the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)
agreement with the EU, harmonizing trade regulations, and removing barriers to
investment (Priority Action Plan..., 2022).

—Maintaining sound fiscal policies, reducing budget deficits, and ensuring stable
monetary policy to control inflation and support economic growth.

5. Legal and Regulatory Alignment:

—Aligning specific sectors such as agriculture, energy, transport, and environment
with EU standards. This involves adopting and enforcing EU regulations and policies in
these areas.

—Enhancing the capacity of regulatory bodies and public institutions to implement
and enforce EU laws effectively.

6. Social and Human Rights Reforms:

— Ensuring robust legal frameworks to protect human rights, including the rights of
minorities, and implementing these protections effectively.

—Improving education and healthcare systems to meet EU standards, including
investment in infrastructure and training.

7. Monitoring and Evaluation:
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The European Commission provides regular progress reports assessing Ukraine’s
adherence to benchmarks and the implementation of required reforms. Member states and
EU institutions may provide technical assistance and conduct peer reviews to support
Ukraine’s reform process.

Long-Term (7-10+ Years).

8. Advanced Economic and Social Convergence:

—Achieving economic indicators comparable to those of existing EU member states,
including GDP per capita, employment rates, and productivity levels.

—Reducing disparities in income, social services, and quality of life between Ukraine
and EU countries.

9. Full Legal and Institutional Integration:

—Ukraine must fully adopt and implement the entire body of EU law (acquis
communautaire), demonstrating the capability to function within the EU framework.

—Ensuring all national institutions are capable of operating within EU structures,
including the ability to contribute to and participate in EU decision-making processes.

10. Pre-Accession Negotiations:

—Detailed negotiations on specific chapters of the acquis, addressing any remaining
issues and finalizing the terms of membership.

—Drafting and ratifying the Accession Treaty, which formally outlines Ukraine’s
obligations and rights as an EU member state. This treaty must be ratified by all EU
member states and Ukraine.

Final Phase.

11. Membership Approval and Transition:

The European Commission and European Council conduct final assessments to
ensure all criteria and benchmarks have been met.

On transition period the implementing transitional arrangements will take place to
facilitate smooth integration, which may include temporary measures in areas like
migration and labour markets.

12. Full Membership:

Upon successful completion of all requirements, Ukraine formally joins the EU as a
full member state, participating fully in the EU’s political, economic, and social systems.
Continued efforts to integrate into EU structures and policies will take place, with on-going
support and collaboration from other member states and EU institutions.

Challenges on this path include political resistance, as domestic political challenges
and resistance to reforms can slow progress, making broad political and public support
essential. Economic disparities also present a challenge, with significant gaps between
Ukraine and existing EU member states that require sustained efforts to bridge. Security
concerns are another major issue, with ongoing security threats, particularly the conflict
with Russia, posing significant obstacles that require coordinated international efforts for
stability.

Opportunities for Ukraine include the potential for economic growth, as EU
membership can stimulate economic expansion, attract investment, and enhance trade
opportunities for Ukraine. Political stability is also an opportunity, as integration into the
EU provides a framework for governance reforms and stability. Lastly, regional influence is
a key opportunity, as Ukraine’s membership could strengthen the EU’s influence in
Eastern Europe, supporting stability and development throughout the region.

Ukraine’s path to EU membership involves a rigorous and multifaceted process
requiring substantial political, economic, legal, and social reforms. By adhering to a clear
timeline and meeting specific benchmarks, Ukraine can achieve its aspirations of joining
the EU, contributing to a more stable, prosperous, and integrated Europe. The journey is
challenging but offers significant opportunities for growth, stability, and regional influence,
ultimately benefiting both Ukraine and the broader European community.
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Conclusions. The future of the EU is contingent upon its ability to navigate a
complex and evolving landscape of internal and external challenges. The best-case scenario
envisions a cohesive and prosperous union, characterized by strong economic growth,
political solidarity, and global leadership. Conversely, the worst-case scenario foresees
fragmentation, economic decline, and diminished influence. The most likely scenario,
however, suggests a balanced path of gradual progress, moderate challenges, and
incremental reforms. By fostering unity, resilience, and strategic foresight, the EU can steer
towards a more stable and prosperous future, maintaining its relevance and influence in a
rapidly changing world.

The integration of new member states into the EU is a complex and on-going process
that requires strategic policy adjustments to ensure its success. By enhancing governance
frameworks, promoting economic convergence, fostering social inclusion, ensuring
security and stability, and strengthening diplomatic engagement, the EU can facilitate a
smoother and more effective integration process. These policy recommendations aim to
address the diverse challenges faced by candidate countries and pave the way for a more
unified, prosperous, and resilient European Union.

Enhancing Ukraine’s integration process into the EU requires a comprehensive and
multifaceted approach that addresses governance, economic development, social cohesion,
and security challenges. By implementing these strategic policy recommendations, the EU
can support Ukraine in its journey towards full membership, ensuring a stable, prosperous,
and democratic future. This integration process not only benefits Ukraine but also
strengthens the EU’s strategic position and promotes stability and prosperity in the
broader European neighbourhood.

Funding: The article was written within the framework of the Erasmus+
international project Jean Monnet ‘Tmplementation of European values as a basis of
democracy in Ukraine’ (EVADEM — 101085843 — ERASMUS-JMO-2022-MODULE).
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