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 THE FIRST STEPS TOWARDS STRATEGIC ALLIANCE
IN AZERBAIJANI-TURKISH RELATIONS BEFORE THE

SECOND KARABAKH WAR

Azerbaijan and Turkey are historically linked by many common
cultural, linguistic and religious ties, which creates the basis for the
development of strategic allied relations between these two countries.
After President Ilham Aliyev came to power in 2003, relations between
Azerbaijan and Turkey continued to strengthen, and both sides expressed
interest in a deeper strategic partnership. In this article, we will consider
the fi rst steps towards strategic alliance in Azerbaijani-Turkish relations 
during the reign of Ilham Aliyev, especially in the context before the
Second Karabakh War.

To analyze the fi rst steps towards strategic alliance between 
Azerbaijan and Turkey during the reign of Ilham Aliyev, a comprehensive
analysis of offi  cial statements, political documents and treaties, as well 
as acts of foreign policy of both countries was carried out. Data from
studies and analytical reviews published in various scientifi c journals 
and reputable analytical publications were also used.

The purpose of this study is to identify the fi rst steps taken by 
Azerbaijan and Turkey towards deepening strategic alliance during
the reign of Ilham Aliyev before the Second Karabakh War. We strive to
analyze the main stages and factors that contributed to the formation of
closer ties between these two States.

During the reign of Ilham Aliyev, a number of events and political
initiatives aimed at deepening strategic relations with Turkey were
initiated in Azerbaijan. This included increased military cooperation,
the signing of agreements on security and mutual support, as well
as agreements on cooperation in the fi eld of energy and transport. 
Azerbaijan’s support of Turkey in various international issues also played 
a key role in strengthening diplomatic ties.
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The fi rst steps towards strategic alliance between Azerbaijan and
Turkey during the reign of Ilham Aliyev turned out to be an important stage
in the development of relations between these two states. The deepening
of cooperation in various fi elds, including military, political, economic 
and cultural, contributed to the strengthening of mutual understanding
and trust between Azerbaijan and Turkey. This process had a signifi cant 
impact on the further development of relations and played a key role in
the formation of a strategic alliance, which turned out to be especially
important in the context of the Second Karabakh War and subsequent
events.

Key words: cooperation, support, strategic alliance, second
Karabakh war.

Statement of the problem in a general form. The development of
relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey n the post-Sov et per od s an 
nterest ng h stor cal process refl ect ng the deep cultural, h stor cal and 

geopol t cal t es between these two states. After the collapse of the Sov et 
Un on n 1991, Azerba jan and Turkey qu ckly establ shed d plomat c re-
lat ons, and s nce then the r nteract on has cont nued to develop act vely.

The f rst years of Azerba jan’s ndependence after the collapse of 
the Sov et Un on (1991-1993) were d ff cult. Dur ng th s per od, Turkey 
prov ded s gn f cant support to Azerba jan, nclud ng human tar an ass s-
tance, econom c ass stance and secur ty support [1].

In the 1990s and early 2000s, Azerba jan and Turkey act vely deve-
loped econom c cooperat on. Th s ncluded jo nt nvestments n var ous 
ndustr es such as energy, transport and tour sm. Projects such as the Ba-

ku-Tb l s -Ceyhan (BTC) and Baku-Tb l s -Kars (BTK) o l p pel nes have 
become symbols of the strateg c partnersh p between the two countr es.

Azerba jan and Turkey have also developed cooperat on n the f eld 
of defense and secur ty. The two countr es conducted jo nt m l tary exer-
c ses and exchanged exper ences n the f eld of m l tary tra n ng. Turkey 
has also prov ded secur ty support to Azerba jan, n part cular n the con-
text of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Cultural t es also played an mportant role n the development of 
relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey. The exchange of cultural de-
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legat ons, the organ zat on of cultural fest vals and jo nt projects n the 
f eld of art and educat on contr buted to the deepen ng of mutual unders-
tand ng between the peoples of the two countr es.

Pol t cal relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey have also been 
develop ng. Both countr es act vely supported each other n the nternat -
onal arena and advocated common nterests n the reg on.

The development of relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey n the 
post-Sov et per od was marked by a number of key ach evements n va-
r ous f elds. These relat ons cont nue to be mportant for both countr es, 
espec ally n the context of the chang ng pol t cal s tuat on n the reg on. 
Cooperat on between Azerba jan and Turkey rema ns a strateg c pr or ty 
for both s des, and the r cooperat on rema ns a key element of stab l ty 
and development n the South Caucasus and Transcaucas a.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The research met-
hodology of the art cle «F rst steps towards strateg c all ance n Azerba-
jan -Turk sh relat ons before the Second Karabakh War» w ll be based 

on a systemat c analys s of ava lable l terature and sources cover ng the 
pol t cal, h stor cal and soc o-cultural aspects of Azerba jan -Turk sh re-
lat ons, as well as the context of the Second Karabakh War. W th n the 
framework of th s methodology, the follow ng approach s proposed:

L terature rev ew: The f rst stage of the study w ll cons st of a l tera-
ture rev ew, nclud ng art cles, books and sc ent f c research l sted n the 
l st of references. Th s stage w ll allow you to get acqua nted w th current 
theor es, concepts and facts related to the research top c.

Analys s of pol t cal sources: The second stage w ll be devoted to 
the analys s of pol t cal sources, such as off c al statements, treat es and 
agreements between Azerba jan and Turkey, as well as h stor cal docu-
ments related to the development of the r relat ons before the outbreak of 
the Second Karabakh War.

H stor cal context research: The th rd stage w ll be devoted to the 
study of the h stor cal context of Azerba jan -Turk sh relat ons, nclud ng 
the r evolut on s nce the ndependence of Azerba jan and the mpact on 
them of var ous h stor cal events such as the Karabakh confl ct and the 
format on of the Turk sh state.

Analys s of the dynam cs of relat ons before the Second Karabakh 
War: The fourth stage of the study w ll be devoted to the analys s of 
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the dynam cs of Azerba jan -Turk sh relat ons n the per od before the 
Second Karabakh War, nclud ng the r development, caus ng factors and 
changes n pol t cal, econom c and m l tary relat ons.

Explor ng Turkey’s role n the context of the war: The f fth stage 
w ll be devoted to the study of Turkey’s role n the Second Karabakh 
War, nclud ng ts pol t cal and m l tary ntervent on, support for Azer-
ba jan and the consequences for the dynam cs of relat ons between the 
countr es.

Presentation of the main research material. As a result of a syste-
mat c analys s of l terature and sources, as well as the above-ment oned 
research stages, the art cle w ll contr bute to a deeper understand ng of 
the processes and factors determ n ng the f rst steps towards strateg c al-
l ance between Azerba jan and Turkey before the Second Karabakh War. 
The results of the study: The collapse of the Sov et Un on s gn f cantly 
changed the geopol t cal s tuat on n the Caucasus, creat ng new dynam -
cs and challenges for reg onal stab l ty. The emergence of new ndepen-
dent states, such as Azerba jan, Armen a and Georg a, was accompan ed 
by an ncrease n nterstate and ntra-State confl cts, wh ch then became 
key factors determ n ng the r relat ons, both w th other countr es n the 
reg on and w th world powers.

W th the collapse of the Sov et Un on, new players appeared n the 
Caucasus, such as Azerba jan, Armen a and Georg a, seek ng to establ sh 
the r place n world pol t cs. However, the r potent al was s gn f cantly 
l m ted by nter-State and ntra-State confl cts, such as the Nagorno-Ka-
rabakh confl ct between Azerba jan and Armen a, as well as the confl cts 
n South Osset a and Abkhaz a on the terr tory of Georg a.

These confl cts have become an mportant factor determ n ng rela-
t ons w th other actors n the nternat onal arena. For example, ne ghbo-
r ng countr es and world powers were forced to take these confl cts nto 
account when shap ng the r pol c es n the reg on. The spread of confl cts 
could have a negat ve mpact on stab l ty and secur ty not only n the 
Caucasus, but also n the broader context of Euras a [2].

In such c rcumstances, reg onal nterstate cooperat on proved to be 
a d ff cult task. Desp te some attempts to resolve confl cts and promote 
stab l ty n the reg on, for example, through med at on by nternat onal 
organ zat ons and ntermed ary countr es such as the Organ zat on for 
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Secur ty and Co-operat on n Europe (OSCE) and Russ a, ach ev ng me-
an ngful results rema ned a d ff cult task.

Thus, the collapse of the Sov et Un on led to profound transfor-
mat ons n the geopol t cal s tuat on n the Caucasus, creat ng complex 
challenges and opportun t es for reg onal stab l ty and development. The 
establ shment of fr endly d plomat c relat ons between the Republ c of 
Turkey and ndependent Azerba jan was an nd spensable step due to ge-
ograph cal, ethn c and h stor cal factors. The relat ons between these two 
states were bu lt on the bas s of trad t onal fr endsh p and mutual unders-
tand ng, wh ch had deep roots n the r common cultural and h stor cal 
t es [5].

The geograph cal locat on of Turkey and Azerba jan prov des them 
w th strateg c mportance n the reg on. Both countr es are located at the 
ntersect on of mportant transport routes, wh ch makes them key players 
n the geopol t cal sphere. The prox m ty of ethn c and cultural trad t ons 

also strengthens the bond between the two peoples.
Azerba jan’s ndependence n 1991 opened up new prospects for es-

tabl sh ng and strengthen ng fr endly relat ons w th Turkey. Both count-
r es sought to develop cooperat on n var ous f elds, nclud ng the eco-
nomy, defense, culture and educat on.

Th s per od was also marked by act ve cooperat on n the nternat o-
nal arena. Turkey has acted as a support ve and all ed partner of Azerba-
jan n ts eff orts to strengthen ndependence and secur ty. Both countr es 

supported each other on a number of mportant nternat onal and reg onal 
stab l ty ssues.

In 1992, Azerba jan  Pres dent Abulfaz Elch bey made an off c al 
tr p to Turkey. Th s v s t was of great mportance for the establ shment 
and strengthen ng of fr endly relat ons between the two countr es. Dur ng 
the v s t, var ous aspects of cooperat on were d scussed, nclud ng econo-
m c, pol t cal and cultural ssues.

The ma n purpose of the v s t was to outl ne the prospects for coo-
perat on between Turkey and Azerba jan. Pres dent Elch bey d scussed 
potent al areas of jo nt work w th the Turk sh leaders and expressed rea-
d ness to deepen fr endly t es between the two states.

In response to th s v s t, n 1992, Turk sh Pres dent Turgut Ozal and 
Pr me M n ster Sule man Dem rel pa d a fr endly return v s t to Azer-
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ba jan. Th s v s t was also of great mportance for the development of 
relat ons between the two countr es and conf rmed the des re for coopera-
t on at var ous levels. The establ shment of d plomat c relat ons between 
Turkey and Azerba jan made t poss ble to qu ckly s gn a number of real 
econom c and pol t cal b lateral agreements. These agreements covered 
var ous aspects of cooperat on, nclud ng trade, nvestment, defense, cul-
tural exchange and more.

Thus, the v s ts of the Pres dent of Azerba jan to Turkey and the 
Turk sh leaders to Azerba jan were mportant steps towards strengthe-
n ng fr endly relat ons between these two states. They helped to expand 
cooperat on and establ sh the bas s for further development of mutually 
benef c al relat ons.

One of the f rst mportant events conf rm ng the close relat ons 
between the two countr es was the v s t of the Commander of the General 
Staff  of the Turk sh Army, D. Gyuresh, to Azerba jan n early 1991. Th s 
v s t has become a v v d symbol of Turkey’s support and sol dar ty w th 
Azerba jan at a t me when the country was fac ng challenges to ndepen-
dence and secur ty. The result of th s v s t was the appearance of Turk sh 
m l tary adv sers n the Azerba jan  army and a tra n ng program for ca-
dets, sold ers and off cers from Azerba jan n Turkey.

Turkey has also actively supported Azerbaijan’s integration into 
international political and economic institutions. During the 1990s,
the Republic of Turkey, to the best of its ability, contributed to the
involvement of Azerbaijan in transatlantic, European and Asian political
and economic institutions. This included Azerbaijan’s participation 
in various regional and international forums, as well as support in the
development of economic projects and infrastructure initiatives.

One of the fi rst steps in this direction was the registration of 
Azerbaijan’s accession to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in 1991. This step confi rmed Azerbaijan’s desire to strengthen cooperation 
with other Muslim states in various fi elds, including politics, economics, 
culture and education [6].

In addition, in 1992, Azerbaijan began the process of joining the
United Nations (UN). This step refl ected Azerbaijan’s desire to become a 
full participant in the international community and actively contribute to
solving global problems and challenges.
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Also in 1992, Azerbaijan began cooperation with the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), formerly known as the
Council for Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). This step was
aimed at participating in international eff orts to ensure peace, security 
and stability in Europe.

Thus, Turkey’s eff orts in promoting Azerbaijan’s involvement in 
international organizations such as the OIC, the UN and the OSCE have
played an important role in strengthening Azerbaijan’s international 
position and status on the world stage. These steps confi rmed Azerbaijan’s 
desire to integrate into the global community and cooperate with other
countries to achieve common goals and interests.

The second important stage in strengthening relations between the
two states can be called the coming to power of Heydar Aliyev.

After Heydar Aliyev came to power in 1993, relations between
Turkey and Azerbaijan continued to strengthen and develop in various
spheres, including the political, economic and military spheres. Heydar
Aliyev attached great importance to the strategic partnership with Turkey
based on common interests and historical ties between the two peoples.

One of the important events in the relations between Turkey and
Azerbaijan was the signing of the “Strategic Partnership Agreement” 
between the two countries in 1992. This agreement became the foundation
for further deepening cooperation in various fi elds [3].

In 1995, the “Treaty on Fraternal Relat ons and Cooperat on” was 
s gned between Turkey and Azerba jan. Th s agreement has strengthened 
mutual trust and cooperat on between the two countr es n the f elds of 
defense, culture, economy and other areas.

Another mportant event was the s gn ng of the “Strateg c Partners-
h p Agreement” between Turkey and Azerba jan n 1999. Th s agreement 
cont nued to strengthen partnersh ps and establ shed the bas s for further 
cooperat on n the f elds of energy, transport, defense and other areas.

In 2001, a “Strateg c Partnersh p Agreement” was s gned between 
Turkey and Azerba jan, wh ch complemented prev ous agreements and 
strengthened cooperat on n the f elds of secur ty, economy and cultu-
re. It should also be noted that dur ng the re gn of Heydar Al yev, both 
states act vely cooperated n a number of areas, nclud ng trade, energy, 
transport and culture. M l tary cooperat on also cont nued to develop, 
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nclud ng jo nt m l tary exerc ses and the exchange of exper ence n the 
f eld of defense [8].

Thus, dur ng the years of Heydar Al yev’s rule, a number of mpor-
tant agreements were s gned w th Turkey, wh ch strengthened the strate-
g c partnersh p between the two countr es and contr buted to the develop-
ment of the r cooperat on n var ous f elds.

The th rd stage n the development of relat ons between Turkey and 
Azerba jan can be h ghl ghted dur ng the re gn of Ilham Al yev, who be-
came the 4th Pres dent of the Republ c of Azerba jan n 2003. Dur ng h s 
pres dency, relat ons between the two countr es cont nued to deepen and 
develop n var ous f elds, refl ect ng the des re of both s des to strengthen 
strateg c partnersh p.

Econom c cooperat on: Under the leadersh p of Ilham Al yev, tra-
de and econom c relat ons between Turkey and Azerba jan cont nued to 
develop act vely. Numerous jo nt projects have been mplemented n the 
f elds of energy, transport, construct on and other ndustr es. An mpor-
tant event was the s gn ng of an agreement on strateg c partnersh p n the 
f eld of energy, nclud ng o l and gas p pel ne construct on projects [7].

Over the years, s gned contracts and agreements:
Free Trade Area Agreement: In 2005, Azerba jan and Turkey s gned 

a Free Trade Area Agreement, wh ch helped to ncrease trade turnover 
between the two countr es and reduce trade barr ers.

The s gn ng of the Free Trade Agreement between Azerba jan and 
Turkey n 2005 was a s gn f cant event that strengthened econom c re-
lat ons between the two countr es and contr buted to the r mutual deve-
lopment. Th s agreement played a key role n reduc ng trade barr ers and 
st mulat ng mutual trade and nvestment. Let’s take a closer look at th s 
mportant stage n econom c cooperat on between Azerba jan and Turkey.

Free Trade Area Agreement (2005):
Date of s gn ng: The Agreement was s gned n 2005.
The purpose of th s agreement was to create a free trade zone betwe-

en Azerba jan and Turkey, wh ch would help ncrease trade turnover and 
st mulate econom c growth n both countr es.

The agreement provided for the reduction of customs duties and other
restrictions on goods originating from both countries. It also provided for
the regulation of trade and investment, as well as cooperation in the fi eld 
of customs policy.
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The signing of this agreement has become a powerful incentive
for the growth of trade turnover between Azerbaijan and Turkey. It has
contributed to increasing mutual investments, expanding economic ties
and creating a favorable environment for business and entrepreneurship
development in both countries.

This agreement has played an important role in deepening economic
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey, providing mutual benefi ts 
and contributing to the overall economic development of the region.[12]

Energy Cooperation Agreement: In 2007, an energy cooperation
agreement was signed aimed at developing joint energy projects,
including transportation and oil and gas production.

Transport Infrastructure Agreement: In 2010, an agreement on the
development of transport infrastructure between Azerbaijan and Turkey
was signed, which contributed to the improvement of transport links
between the two countries and their regions.

Agreement on cooperation in agriculture: In 2015, an agreement
on cooperation in agriculture was signed, aimed at the development of
agricultural technologies, exchange of experience and joint projects in
agriculture.

Bilateral Investment Agreement: In 2018, a bilateral investment
agreement was signed between Azerbaijan and Turkey, aimed at
stimulating investment and developing economic cooperation.

Important meetings in the fi eld of economics:
2010, Baku: The Presidents of Azerbaijan and Turkey held a meeting

at which the prospects for the development of economic cooperation
between the two countries were discussed[11].

2013, Ankara: The meeting of the heads of government of Azerbaijan
and Turkey was organized to discuss issues of cooperation in the fi eld of 
trade, investment and energy.

2018, Izmir: The meeting at the level of the Ministers of Economy
of Azerbaijan and Turkey was aimed at discussing cooperation in various
sectors of the economy and developing joint strategies.

Military cooperation: Under the leadership of Ilham Aliyev, military
cooperation between Turkey and Azerbaijan has also continued to
develop. Both countries conducted joint military exercises and exchanged
experience in the fi eld of defense and security [4].
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Political interaction: Ilham Aliyev continued to maintain close
diplomatic relations with Turkey in the international arena. Both countries
advocated common interests and adopted joint positions on many issues
of world politics.

Cultural ties: During the presidency of Ilham Aliyev, cultural ties
between Turkey and Azerbaijan also remained active. The exchange of
cultural delegations, the organization of cultural events and educational
projects continued to strengthen mutual understanding and friendship
between the peoples of the two countries [9].

Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey in the cultural sphere
from 2003 to the present is of great importance for both countries, as they
strive to preserve and strengthen their cultural ties and heritage. In this
context, several treaties and agreements were signed, as well as many
important cultural meetings and events were held.

Agreement on Cultural Cooperation (2004):
The agreement was signed in 2004 in Baku, Azerbaijan. This

agreement established personnel for the development of cultural
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey. It included the exchange of
cultural delegations, the organization of exhibitions, concerts, festivals,
as well as joint research and educational projects.

The signing of this agreement helped strengthen cultural ties between
the two countries and allowed them to cooperate more eff ectively in the 
fi elds of art, literature, music, cinema and other cultural fi elds.

Important cultural meetings and events:
Cultural meetings and festivals between Azerbaijan and Turkey are

regularly held, for example, festivals of traditional music, dance, cinema
and literature.

Important cultural events are exhibitions and cultural programs
organized by the embassies and cultural centers of the two countries
aimed at popularizing each other’s art and culture.

Exchange of youth cultural delegations and student exchange
programs: Azerbaijan and Turkey actively support the exchange of youth
cultural delegations and student exchange programs, which contributes
to the deepening of mutual understanding and friendship between the
youth of both countries.

These and other cultural initiatives confi rm the desire of Azerbaijan 
and Turkey to strengthen cultural ties and exchange experience in various
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fi elds of culture, which contributes to the development of friendly 
relations and partnership between these two countries.

Treaties and agreements: Important dates in relations between Turkey
and Azerbaijan during the years of Ilham Aliyev’s rule were the signing of a 
number of treaties and agreements, including an agreement on cooperation
in the fi eld of energy, an agreement on military cooperation and others.

Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey in the political sphere
since 2003 has been of strategic importance for both countries and broad
regional interests. Below is an overview of key moments and events, as
well as signed agreements and important meetings in the fi eld of political 
cooperation during this period.

Strategic Partnership Agreement (2004):
The agreement was signed in 2004 in Ankara, Turkey. This agreement

established the framework for strategic cooperation between Azerbaijan
and Turkey in various fi elds, including politics, security, defense, culture 
and economy.

The signing of this agreement confi rmed the mutual desire to 
strengthen friendly and partnership relations between the two countries.

The meetings of the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Turkey were
regularly held at the highest level and played an important role in
strengthening diplomatic relations between the two countries. They
discussed various issues of bilateral cooperation, as well as regional and
international policy issues.

Agreement on Mutual Assistance in the Field of Defense (2005):
The Agreement was signed in 2005.This agreement established a

framework for mutual defense assistance between Azerbaijan and Turkey,
including military cooperation, exchange of experience and training.

The agreement strengthened military cooperation and security
between the two countries, which is important for ensuring stability in
the region.

Regular consultations and meetings on political and security issues:
During the period from 2003 to the present, Azerbaijan and Turkey have
regularly held consultations and meetings on political and security issues
to discuss common interests, regional challenges and ways to solve them.

These events and agreements in the political sphere testify to the
close and trusting partnership between Azerbaijan and Turkey, which
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continues to develop and deepen in the interests of both countries and
ensuring stability and security in the region.

Military cooperation between Azerbaijan and Turkey since 2003
has been a key aspect of their strategic partnership aimed at ensuring
security and stability in the region. In this context, several treaties and
agreements were signed, as well as a number of important meetings and
joint exercises were held.

Joint military exercises and exchange of experience:
Azerbaijan and Turkey regularly conduct joint military exercises such

as Dostluk and Turk Phase. These exercises are aimed at strengthening
military cooperation and increasing combat readiness.

The exchange of experience between the armed forces of the two
countries is also an important component of military cooperation.

Cooperation in the fi eld of military industry:
Azerbaijan and Turkey are also developing cooperation in the fi eld 

of military industry. Cooperation agreements and joint projects in this
area promote the exchange of technologies and experience, as well as
strengthening the defense capabilities of both countries.

Important meet ngs and consultat ons:
Sen or representat ves of the armed forces of Azerba jan and Turkey 

regularly hold meet ngs and consultat ons to d scuss secur ty ssues and 
jo nt strateg es n the reg on.

These and other m l tary cooperat on act v t es test fy to the close 
m l tary t es and strateg c partnersh p between Azerba jan and Turkey a -
med at ensur ng secur ty and stab l ty n the reg on.

Conclus ons: The Second Karabakh War, also known as the L berat -
on War, took place n September-November 2020 between Azerba jan and 
Armen a n connect on w th the terr tor al d spute over Nagorno-Karabakh 
and related areas. The war was the last but blood est ep sode of the confl ct, 
wh ch began n the early 1990s after the collapse of the Sov et Un on.

The confl ct was resolved by an agreement s gned on November 10, 
2020, between Azerba jan, Armen a and Russ a, wh ch stopped the f re 
and settled the confl ct ssues. Th s agreement opened the way for Azer-
ba jan to rega n control over a s gn f cant part of the terr tory prev ously 
under the control of separat st forces, and also put the ssue of the status 
of Nagorno-Karabakh on the negot at ng table.
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The ma n factors that provoked the war ncluded the prolonged stag-
nat on of the confl ct, v olat ons of truces, ncreased m l tary rhetor c and 
provocat ons on both s des. As a result of the war, a s gn f cant part of the 
occup ed terr tor es, nclud ng the c ty of Shusha and other strateg cally 
mportant settlements, were l berated by the Azerba jan  armed forces.

The Second Karabakh war had ser ous geopol t cal consequences 
for the reg on, nclud ng the strengthen ng of Turkey’s nfl uence n the 
reg on, a change n the dynam cs of forces n Transcaucas a and a rev -
s on of Russ a’s strateg c pos t ons. There s also a need for nternat onal 
eff orts to ensure long-term peace and stab l ty n the reg on.

Th s war had a s gn f cant mpact on both countr es, caus ng deep 
feel ngs of loss and d sappo ntment among the Armen an commun ty, 
as well as joy and hope for the future among Azerba jan s. She also ra-
sed the need for a long-term and susta nable settlement of the confl ct, 
nclud ng prospects for a pol t cal settlement, the return of refugees 

and d splaced persons, as well as the restorat on of destroyed nfrast-
ructure.

Turkey’s role n the second Karabakh War n Azerba jan was s gn f -
cant and had a s gn f cant mpact on the course of the confl ct. Turkey has 
been one of the key support ng factors for Azerba jan both pol t cally and 
m l tar ly. Her ntervent on n the confl ct largely determ ned ts outcome 
and the subsequent negot at ons.

Pol t cal support:
Turkey has supported Azerba jan, pol t cally support ng ts pos t on 

n the confl ct and defend ng ts r ghts to terr tor al ntegr ty. Th s has ma-
n fested tself n off c al statements, d plomat c eff orts, and nternat onal 
forums.

M l tary support:
Turkey prov ded m l tary support to Azerba jan, nclud ng the prov -

s on of m l tary equ pment and weapons, as well as m l tary ass stance n 
the form of m l tary adv sers and spec al sts..

Pol t cal nfl uence:
Turkey has played an mportant role n shap ng nternat onal op n on 

on the Karabakh confl ct, act vely promot ng Azerba jan’s pos t on n the 
nternat onal arena.

D plomat c eff orts:
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Turkey part c pated n d plomat c eff orts to resolve the confl ct, nc-
lud ng as a med ator n the negot at on process.

Moral support:
Turkey prov ded moral support to the Azerba jan  people and the 

m l tary, wh ch was mportant for ma nta n ng morale and mot vat on n 
the struggle for the l berat on of the occup ed terr tor es.

Conclusions. Turkey’s role n the second Karabakh war n Azerba -
jan was act ve and had a s gn f cant mpact on the course of the confl ct. 
Her support contr buted to ensur ng the success of the Azerba jan  armed 
forces and, ult mately, to v ctory n the war.

Summ ng up the study, t can be sa d that the conclus ons to Azer-
ba jan’s pol t cal and econom c relat ons w th Turkey dur ng the re gn of 
Ilham Al yev and Azerba jan’s v ctory n the second Karabakh War may 
be as follows:

Strengthen ng the strateg c partnersh p: The per od of Ilham Al yev’s 
rule was character zed by the strengthen ng of the strateg c partnersh p 
between Azerba jan and Turkey n both pol t cal and econom c spheres. 
The two countr es cont nued to act vely cooperate at var ous levels, sup-
port ng mutual nterests and ensur ng secur ty n the reg on.

The growth of econom c t es: Dur ng the re gn of Ilham Al yev, eco-
nom c relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey have s gn f cantly dee-
pened. The s gned free trade area agreements and other agreements have 
contr buted to an ncrease n trade and nvestment between the countr es.

Turkey’s support dur ng the Second Karabakh War: The Second Ka-
rabakh War became an mportant moment n relat ons between Azerba -
jan and Turkey. Turkey prov ded s gn f cant support to Azerba jan dur ng 
the war, wh ch contr buted to ts v ctory and the return of control over the 
occup ed terr tor es.

Strengthen ng d plomat c cooperat on: D plomat c t es between 
Azerba jan and Turkey have also strengthened dur ng th s per od. The 
two countr es cont nued to act vely cooperate w th n the framework of 
var ous nternat onal organ zat ons and forums, defend ng common nte-
rests and pos t ons.

In general, relat ons between Azerba jan and Turkey under the lea-
dersh p of Ilham Al yev rema n close and strateg cally mportant for both 
countr es. Azerba jan’s v ctory n the second Karabakh War further stren-
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gthened these relat ons and gave a new mpetus to further cooperat on 
and development n the reg on.

Стаття надійшла до редакції: 04.01.2024

ПЕРШІ КРОКИ ДО СТРАТЕГІЧНОГО АЛЬЯНСУ В 
АЗЕРБАЙДЖАНСЬКО-ТУРЕЦЬКИХ ВІДНОСИНАХ ПЕРЕД 

ДРУГОЮ КАРАБАХСЬКОЮ ВІЙНОЮ

Азербайджан і Туреччину історично пов›язують багато 
спільних культурних, мовних і релігійних зв›язків, що створює основу 
для розвитку стратегічних союзницьких відносин між цими двома 
країнами. Після приходу до влади в 2003 році президента Ільхама 
Алієва відносини між Азербайджаном і Туреччиною продовжували 
зміцнюватися, і обидві сторони висловили зацікавленість у 
поглибленні стратегічного партнерства. У цій статті ми 
розглянемо перші кроки до стратегічного альянсу в азербайджано-
турецьких відносинах за правління Ільхама Алієва, особливо в 
контексті перед Другою Карабаською війною.

Для аналізу перших кроків до стратегічного альянсу між 
Азербайджаном і Туреччиною під час правління Ільхама Алієва 
було проведено комплексний аналіз офіційних заяв, політичних 
документів і договорів, а також актів зовнішньої політики обох 
країн. Також були використані дані досліджень та аналітичних 
оглядів, опублікованих у різних наукових журналах та авторитетних 
аналітичних виданнях.

Метою цього дослідження є виявлення перших кроків, зроблених 
Азербайджаном і Туреччиною щодо поглиблення стратегічного 
альянсу за часів правління Ільхама Алієва перед Другою Карабаською 
війною. Ми прагнемо проаналізувати основні етапи та чинники, які 
сприяли формуванню тісніших зв’язків між цими двома державами.

Під час правління Ільхама Алієва в Азербайджані було 
започатковано ряд заходів та політичних ініціатив, спрямованих 
на поглиблення стратегічних відносин з Туреччиною. Це включало 
посилення військового співробітництва, підписання угод про 
безпеку та взаємну підтримку, а також угод про співпрацю 
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в галузі енергетики та транспорту. Ключову роль у зміцненні 
дипломатичних відносин зіграла також підтримка Азербайджаном 
Туреччини в різних міжнародних питаннях.

Перші кроки до стратегічного альянсу між Азербайджаном і 
Туреччиною під час правління Ільхама Алієва виявилися важливим 
етапом у розвитку відносин між цими двома державами. 
Поглиблення співробітництва в різних сферах, включаючи 
військову, політичну, економічну та культурну, сприяло зміцненню 
взаєморозуміння і довіри між Азербайджаном і Туреччиною. Цей 
процес мав значний вплив на подальший розвиток відносин і відіграв 
ключову роль у формуванні стратегічного альянсу, що виявилося 
особливо важливим в контексті Другої Карабаської війни та 
подальших подій.

Ключові слова: співпраця, підтримка, стратегічний союз, 
друга карабаська війна.
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