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ABSTRACT 

Veshchykova O. S. The Narrative Strategies of the Mystical in Fiction (on 

the Prose by V. Shevchuk, H. Pahutiak, V. Danylenko). – Manuscript. 

The thesis for the Candidate Degree in Philology, speciality 10.01.06 – Theory 

of Literature. – Petro Mohyla Black Sea National University. – Mykolaiv, 2017. 

This thesis aims to analyze the system of narrative strategies of creating the 

mystical in fiction and find out their specifics taking into consideration the reader’s 

perception. 

We have developed our own definition of narrative strategy as a process of 

selection and combination of methods and techniques of narrative organization aimed 

at achieving a certain artistic effect (the author’s intention) and based on the author’s 

notion of his/her reader and of the peculiarities of the perception. 

The evolution of the concept of literary mysticism in the І – I centuries 

was presented. The thesis analyzes the terminological apparatus of the concepts, 

definitions of the mystical. We have proposed our own definition of the mystical in 

fiction. The mystical is a human’s supersensitive experience of passive knowledge of 

mysterious, supernatural and the opportunity to communicate with it. The mystical is 

embodied in the work by the system of expressive means. 
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The intertextual narrative strategy is founded on the correlation of the 

experience of a narrator (a character) and the experience of a recipient, based on the 

notion of experientiality. The author manipulates the reader’s response through 

specific text signals taking into consideration cognitive competence of the implied 

reader. We consider it appropriate to introduce the term «intermediateme» by analogy 

to the intertexteme. The intertextemes and the intermediatemes compose the part of 

the author’s narrative strategy. They perform referential, aesthetic, expressive, 

informative, phatic functions, represent a means of characterization and 

psychologization of images of main characters. They are used for pragmatic 

purposes, help to realize the author’s intention – to have a special artistic effect on the 

reader, adjust the recipient to the perception by running the mechanism of predictable 

associations. 

In most analyzed works a big quantity of intertextemes and intermediatemes 

was revealed. It proves the productivity of this narrative strategy of creating the 

mystical. Mainly narrators have chosen such precedent texts that are rooted in the 

consciousness of the recipient as cultural codes: these are the widely known myths, 

texts of the Bible, the works of Dante, W. Shakespeare, H. Skovoroda, M. Hohol, 

M. Bulhakov, H. Kvitka-Osnovyanenko, that enhances the suggestive effects of the 

mystical mood to the reader as a result of recognizability. The realization of the 

author’s intentions on the basis of intertextuality provides an appropriate level of 

intellectual and cultural development of the reader, a certain degree of his/her 

perception of the work. 

In view of its immanent characteristics narrative representation of the mystical 

experience as a fictional event claims to have a high degree of improbability, 

depending on the purpose of the narrator and the reader’s perception. The 

introduction of an unreliable narrator is one of the most important components of the 

narrative strategy of provoking reader’s hesitation in the works containing fantastic 

elements. The thesis gives an overview of the most important concepts of unreliable 

narration, explores different approaches to this problem in the Ukrainian and foreign 

literary studies, and analyzes attributes and types of unreliable narrator. The hints of 

an unreliable narrator are such indicial signs of an implied author as an indication of 

the age of a character, his/her obsession with certain ideas, limited focalization, the 

obvious contradiction between words and actions of a character, the presentation of 

events from different perspectives, doubts of a narrator about his/her own cognitive 

competence, the author’s comments. 

Changing of the events in time (temporality) is one of the most distinctive 

narrative peculiarities. The narrative strategy of prolepsis usage is realized in 

temporal organization of literary works and is associated with specific subjective 

sense of time by the person who gained the mystical experience. On the ground of the 

described theories of prolepsis as a narrative device a new prolepsis typology is 
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proposed: depending on the object – objective and subjective prolepsis; depending on 

the type of the narrator that provides information – homodiegetic and heterodiegetic 

prolepsis; depending on the feasibility of foreknowledge – hypothetical prolepsis, 

complete prolepsis; depending on the completeness – advance notice’s prolepsis, 

summarized prolepsis; depending on the dominating sensory channel of the 

perception – audio, visual, verbal prolepsis. 

We have investigated the classifications of dreams by theorists of literature. 

We propose to name such dreams as proleptic, because the main function of mystical 

dreams in fiction is a look into the future, a hint of a future development of events. In 

their turn, depending on the content, proleptic dreams are distinguished as 

premonition dreams (which relate to the future fate of the characters) and prophetic 

dreams (which predict the fate of mankind in general and the important historical 

events). We have found out that the visual type of prolepsis (dreams and visions) is 

the most productive in the analyzed works. The functions of prolepsis are structural 

and compositional (the basis for the conflict and the rising action of the plot of the 

work); compensatory; and the function of characterization of the image of a dreamer. 

Shifting of the time plans, sensation of the future in the present, receiving information 

from another time in a supernatural way perform the leading prolepsis functions in 

the mystical prose. 

Key words: narrative strategy, mystical, perception, intertextuality, 

intermediality, unreliable narration, prolepsis. 

 


