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Abstract

The article reveals the position and actions of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
regarding the Russian-Ukrainian war after February 24, 2022. The main leitmotifs of the
PRC leadership’s statements on the international arena also look dualistic. On the one
hand, the leader of the People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping, attests to the need to stop
the war as soon as possible; together with French President F. Macron calls to respect the
territorial integrity of Ukraine and resolve the conflict through negotiations. But on the
other hand, Beijing votes in favor of Russia in the UN, and Chinese state media supports
Moscow’s position.

Currently, the Russian-Ukrainian war, which is a global geopolitical conflict, is
viewed by China as a “window of opportunity”. Beijing longs to create its own economic
macro-region in East Asia, while competing for global leadership with the United States,
whose focus is currently more concentrated on the security of Europe as a whole in the
context of Russian aggression against Ukraine.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine caused the general spectrum of the “Taiwan
problem” to play with new “colors”. The next aggravation of relations between the US and
the PRC regarding the “Taiwan issue” took place in the spring of 2022. However, an open
armed confrontation between the US and the PRC regarding the resolution of the “Taiwan
issue” currently seems unlikely, and sharp political statements by the leaders of both the
PRC and the US is an illustration to both the citizens of their countries and to their allies
that they have the situation under control and are ready to use any means necessary to
achieve their long-term national interests.

Suffering losses nowadays as a result of Russia’s war against Ukraine, China is quite
logically advocating an end to this armed confrontation, at the same time, this crisis has
opened up certain strategic opportunities for the PRC that Beijing can take advantage of in
the long term.

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian war, PRC, USA, “Taiwan problem”, settlement




Acta de Historia & Politica: Saeculum XXI

IIO3MIIIA TA AIi KHP IIIOJ0 POCIMCBKO-YKPATHCBHKOI BIMMHU

Ipuna I'a6po,

e-mail: irngabro@gmail.com

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8215-7615

YopHomopcvkull HayioHaabHUl yHisepcumem imeHi Ilempa Mozunu,
Ykpaiua, 54003, Mukoaais, 68 /lecanmHuxis, 10

Oaexcandp Illesuyx,

e-mail: shevchukovoz@gmail.com

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0335-6873

HayionanvHuil yHigepcumem biopecypcis i npupodoxopucmyeaHHs Yxpainu,
Ykpaina, 03041, Kuis, I'epoie o60poHu, 15

AHoTanisa

¥ crarti po3kpuBawThea nosumisa Ta i KHP oo pocitickko-ykpaiHcbkoi BifiHH
MCIA 24 JIIOTOTO 2022 POKy. JyaJdiCTUYHMMU BUIJIAZIAIOTh i OCHOBHI JIENTMOTHBU 3asB
kepiBauirrea KHP Ha miknaponniii apeni. 3 omHoro 6oky, jgimep KHP Ci I[3inpmin
3aCBiTuye HEOOXiHICTh AKHAWIIBU/IIIOTO TPUIMMHEHHS BiHW; pa3oM i3 IPe3u/IeHTOM
@pannii ®. MakpoHOM 3aKJIHMKa€E IOBAKAaTH TEPUTOPIAIIbHY ITTiCHiCTh YkKpaiHu Ta
BUPIIIUTH KOHQJIIKT MIIAXOM IeperoBopiB. Aste 3 inmoro 60ky, Ilekin rosocye 3a Pociio B
OOH, a kuTaiicbki gep:xaBni SMI miaTpuMy0Th HO3uUIIiI0 MOCKBH.

Ha pasi pocilicbko-yKpaiHChKy BiliHy, ska € TJIOOAQJIbHUM TeOIOJITUUYHUM
koHbJtikToM, KuTail posrismae sk «BiKHO MOXJnBOcTei». IlekiH mparHe CTBOPUTH
BJIACHUH €KOHOMIUYHMI MakpoperioH y CxinmHii A3ii, KOHKypyIoUH 3a CBiTOBE JIiJIepCTBO 3i
Crosryuenumu IllTatamu, uusi yBara 3apa3 Oisbliie 30ceperkeHa Ha Gesmerni €Bpomd B
KOHTEKCTI pocifichbKoi arpecii mpotu Ykpainu.

Arpecis Pocii mpotu VYkpaiHu mpusBesiia 0 TOTO, IO B3arajJbHUAN CIEKTP
“raiiBaHCHKOI mpoOsieMu” 3arpaB HOBUMHU “dapbamu”’. UeproBe 3arocTpeHHs BiTHOCHH
mick CIIA ta KHP moso “raiiBaHCchKOTO TTUTaHHA  Bifbystocs HaBecHi 2022 poky. IIpore
Bimkpute 36poitHe npotucrosuHsa Mixk CIIIA Ta KHP 1mos0 BupilieHHsA “TaliBaHCHKOTO
NUTaHHA" Hapasi BUTJIsAAae MajgoiMoBipHuUM. Pi3ki mostituuHi 3asBu stinepiB sk KHP, Tak i
CIIA € imrocTpalli€io sk JJA TPOMAZAH iXHIX KpaiH, Tak i /i iXHIX COIO3HUKIB, III0 BOHU
TPUMAIOTh CHUTYAIlil0 Ii/i KOHTPOJIEM i TOTOBI BUKOPHUCTOBYBAaTH Oynb-sKi 3acobu s
JTOCATHEHHsI CBOIX JIOBTOCTPOKOBUX HAIlIOHAJILHUX iHTEpeCH.

3aszHauM HUHI BTpAaT BHACTINOK BiiiHU Pocii mpotu Ykpainm, Kuraii miaxkom
JIOTIYHO BUCTYIIAE 32 MPUIHUHEHHS 1HOTO 30POMHOTO MPOTUCTOSHHS, BOJHOYAC I[sT KPH3a
Bimkpuia nepen KHP neBHi cTpareriuni MoxmBocTi, skumu [1ekiH Moke CKOpUCTaTHCS B
JTOBTOCTPOKOBIH ITEPCIEKTHBI.

KarouoBi csioBa:  pociiicbko-yKkpaiHnchka BiiiHa, KHP, CIIIA, “rafiBanchka mpobsema”,
BPETY/IIOBAHHS

Problem statement. Since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale aggression against
Ukraine, China has repeatedly declared its neutral position. But the further this neutrality
goes, the more it is perceived as Moscow’s support. This is especially noticeable in the
theses of the peace plan, which the PRC offers as a way to end the war unleashed by Russia.
Beijing declares its neutrality and even suggests that it can act as a mediator in peace talks.
At the same time, at every step, it deepens relations with Moscow and throws it an
economic «lifeline», increasing trade. The long-announced telephone conversation
between Xi Jinping and the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyi which would have
reinforced claims of Chinese neutrality, has not yet taken place. The position, and most
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importantly, the actions of the People’s Republic of China, is an important aspect in the
Russian-Ukrainian war. This is what makes our research relevant.

Analysis of previous research and publications. The position and actions of
the Chinese government after the full-scale invasion of the Russian Federation into
Ukraine is the subject of analysis by a lot of scientists and journalists. However, in our case,
the works of foreign researchers deserve special attention. In particular, it is worth
highlighting the works of such authors as J.Whalen (Whalen, 2022), S.Holland,
T. Hunnicutt, D. Brunnstrom (Holland, Hunnicutt & Brunnstrom, 2022) where the
authors, through the prism of the US influence on China, examine the policy of Beijing
regarding cooperation with Russia and providing it with weapons.

The purpose of the study is to analyze the position and actions of the PRC
regarding the Russian-Ukrainian war after February 24, 2022.

Research methods and techniques. The study of the position and actions of the
People’s Republic of China in relation to the Russian-Ukrainian war was carried out using
the methods of analysis, synthesis and generalization, analytical, institutional, structural-
functional and comparative analyses. To achieve the goal, the authors used a complex of
general scientific (analysis and synthesis, collection, processing and analysis of materials
on this topic, generalization method) and special methods (problematic-chronological,
content analysis) research. Thus, the problem-chronological method made it possible to
trace the actions and statements of the Chinese government regarding the Russian-
Ukrainian war after February 24, 2022.

Theoretical background. With the beginning of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian
war, official Beijing has clearly defined its position in five points, which were presented by
the member of the State Council and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China Wang Yi during a telephone conversation with the British Minister of
Foreign Affairs Elizabeth Truss, the High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell, and the diplomatic adviser to the
President of France Emmanuel Bonne:

1. China steadfastly supports respects and guarantees the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all countries, and strictly adheres to the goals and principles of the UN Charter.
This position is consistent and clear, and it applies to Ukraine as well.

2. China stands for a unified, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable concept of
security. We believe that the security of one country cannot be guaranteed at the cost of
violating the security of other countries, and regional security cannot be guaranteed either
by the strengthening or by the expansion of military groupings. It is necessary to respect
the interest of each state in ensuring its own security. In the context of five waves of NATO
eastward expansion, Russia’s legitimate security demands should be taken seriously and
properly.

3. The Chinese side is closely following the development of the Ukrainian issue, and
the current situation is not what it would like to see. Firstly, in order to prevent the
situation on the territory of Ukraine from worsening or getting out of control, all parties
must maintain restraint. And in order to prevent the emergence of a large-scale
humanitarian crisis, it is necessary to properly guarantee the safety of the lives and
property of the civilian population.

4. China supports and encourages all diplomatic efforts that will contribute to the
peaceful resolution of the Ukrainian crisis, as well as the earliest possible organization of
direct negotiations between Russia and Ukraine. The development of the Ukrainian issue
has a complex historical background. Ukraine was supposed to become a bridge between
the East and the West, and not the forefront of the confrontation between the great powers.
China also supports an equal dialogue between the EU and Russia on European security
issues, as a result of which a balanced, effective and stable European security mechanism
will be formed.

5. The Chinese side believes that the UN Security Council should play a constructive
role in solving the Ukrainian issue, focusing on the stability of regional peace and the
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general security of all countries. Actions by the Security Council should reduce tension, not
increase it, and should promote a diplomatic solution, and not further escalation. In this
regard, China has never approved of the decisions of the Security Council, adopted on the
basis of the seventh chapter of the UN Charter, which gives the right to use weapons or to
impose sanctions (Wang Yi..., 2022).

With the beginning of Russian aggression against Ukraine, the diplomatic rhetoric of
the PRC can be defined as “neutral” to a certain extent. On the one hand, the PRC
supported Russia in increasing the volume of energy imports (in the first 100 days of the
war, China became the main importer of Russian oil and gas outside the European Union —
12.6 billion euros), not supporting the anti-Russian sanctions policy of the countries of the
collective West (Finansuvannia Yevropoiu viiny Putina..., 2022).

On the other hand, according to the notification of the US Secretary of Commerce
G. Raimondo, in March 2022, official Beijing halved the supply of technological goods to
Russia compared to February figures. According to G. Raimondo, this indicates China’s
caution towards anti-Russian sanctions. Thus, the US Department of Commerce reported,
citing data on China’s trade that shipments of laptops from China to the Russian
Federation fell by 40% in March compared to February, and exports of smartphones fell by
two-thirds. In addition, G. Raimondo emphasized that the volume of exports of Chinese
telecommunications equipment fell by 98% (Whalen, 2022).

The main leitmotifs of the statements of the PRC leadership on the international arena
also look dualistic. On the one hand, the Chinese leader, Xi Jinping, testifies to the need to
stop the war as soon as possible; and on the other hand, together with French President
F. Macron, he calls to respect the territorial integrity of Ukraine and resolve the conflict
through negotiations. But on the other hand, Beijing votes in favor of Russia in the UN, and
Chinese state media support Moscow’s position (Holland, Hunnicutt & Brunnstrom, 2022).

Behind these seemingly rather inconsistent steps, a clear foreign policy strategy of
the PRC regarding the purposeful promotion of its long-term interests on the international
arena against the background of geostrategic competition can be traced, if not a struggle
with the USA.

Currently, the Russian-Ukrainian war, which is a global geopolitical conflict, is
viewed by China as a “window of opportunity”. Beijing longs to create its own economic
macro-region in East Asia, while competing for global leadership with the United States,
whose focus is currently more concentrated on the security of Europe as a whole in the
context of Russian aggression against Ukraine.

At the current stage, the format of relations between Beijing and Washington is
characterized by rather tough competition in East Asia, while China considers the Russian
Federation to be its strategic rear. Based on this, the PRC is concentrating on three priority
areas: 1) Taiwan; 2) the South China Sea, through which a third of the global commodity
traffic passes; 3) the East China Sea, where the Diaoyu (Senkaku) islands disputed with
Japan are located.

In this scale of priorities, the “Taiwan issue” comes first, which, apart from
everything else, also has a moral and political dimension for Beijing since, for the PRC,
positioning itself as a country with global geopolitical influence is a kind of compensation
for more than a century of history, when China was the object of foreign aggression,
unequal agreements and the creation of colonial enclaves on its territory.

The period of turbulence in the global system of international relations caused by
Russian aggression against Ukraine can potentially stir up “canned” territorial conflicts in
such a conflict-prone region as the APR. In addition, the situation is complicated by the
fact that the Russian Federation, which is a member of the UN Security Council,
simultaneously violates all possible principles of international law regarding the
relationships between sovereign states and the principles of territorial integrity.

The “Taiwan issue” has a more complex structure than the aggressive imperial policy
of the Russian Federation towards Ukraine, but it is quite possible that China will use the
situation that has developed in order to solve the issue of Taiwan.
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The issue of Taiwan, namely the unresolved issue of the reunification of the two
separated parts of China, is considered by official Beijing as the “greatest” and “extremely
painful” obstacle capable of destabilizing the process of achieving this goal. From the point
of view of the military and political leadership of the PRC, Taiwanese separatism is a
significant threat to “China’s internal and external security and the psychological normal
state of the nation” (Moskalev, 2005: 27). According to one of the Chinese military analysts
“Taiwan has long been a thorn for us” (Rumyancev, 2005: 8).

And with corresponding frequency, official Beijing demonstrates its readiness to
“pull out this thorn” by conducting large-scale military exercises off the coast of Taiwan
with an imitation of amphibious landings. The reasons for this before the current situation
on the international arena were usually: the elections of the head (president) of the
Taiwanese administration, statements by the leaders of Taiwan regarding the need to hold
a referendum on the island on the issue of sovereign status, visits to the Republic of China
in Taiwan by representatives of the US political or state establishment, etc.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine led to the fact that the general spectrum of the
“Taiwan issue” began to play with new “colors”.

Another aggravation of relations between the USA and the PRC regarding the
“Taiwan issue” occurred in the spring of 2022 and was associated with the visit of a
delegation of two out of the six US congressmen headed by the chairman of the Senate
Foreign Affairs Committee Robert Menendez (from the Democratic Party) and Senator
Lindsey Graham (from the Republican Party) in April 2022 to the island.

An official representative of the Chinese Embassy in the USA made a speech on the
visit of American congressmen to Taiwan, saying that China strongly opposes this visit and
demands that the US side immediately stop all official contacts with Taiwan in any form.
The entry of 30 Chinese Air Force fighters into Taiwan’s airspace was also the evidence of
the severity of the problem. According to the Taiwanese Ministry of National Defense, this
is the largest invasion since January 2022 (Ministry of National Defense, 2022).

The next such incident occurred on June 21, 2022, when 29 aircraft of the Chinese
Air Force entered Taiwan’s air defense recognition zone without warning. The Taiwan Air
Force was put into the air on the alert (China made third-largest).

It should be noted that such a significant demonstration of the power of the PRC in
the Taiwan Strait occurs periodically. Such measures pursue several purposes: firstly, it is a
signal to the Taiwanese administration to refrain from declaring the island’s independence;
secondly, the message to the USA that the “Taiwan issue” is an internal political affair of
the PRC.

In an effort to maintain a balance between the Russian energy sources and the threat
of secondary sanctions of the collective West, Xi Jinping refrained from condemning
Russia’s ultra-tough actions in Ukraine and did not recognize its full-scale invasion. He
called for «solving the problem through negotiations». From his part, the Russian
president, trying to draw parallels regarding his own aggression against Ukraine and the
“Taiwan issues” and to maintain the principle of strategic partnership in relations with the
PRC, offered China support in the Taiwan issue and stated that Russia opposes any
interference in the affairs of the PRC (In call with Putin..., 2022).

The visit of the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi
to Taiwan on August 2-3, 2022 was a response to the open demonstration of China’s power
in relations between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. The visit was in fact a
demonstration of US power in the region and a testament to Washington’s commitment to
its allied obligations. This was confirmed by the words of the US President J. Biden in an
interview with CBS that the US Armed Forces would defend Taiwan in the event of a
possible invasion from China (Biden tells 60 Minutes U.S. troops). It should be noted that
in early September 2022, the US State Department approved the potential sale of military
equipment to Taiwan worth $1.1 billion, including 60 anti-ship missiles and 100 air-to-air
missiles (Zengerle & Martina, 2022).

At the same time, the Taiwan administration is trying to use the current situation,
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which is characterized by a rather severe polarization between the PRC’s partner Russia
and the Western world, in order to establish the status of the island as an effective subject
of international relations. Thus, being in the global trend of supporting Ukraine. Thus,
certifying their solidarity with the position of the leading Western countries and
positioning themselves as part of the civilized world.

Since the beginning of the Russian aggression against Ukraine, the Taiwan
administration has joined in blocking the access of some Russian banks to the
international payment system SWIFT, and also sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine. The
Prime Minister of the Republic of China in Taiwan, Su Tseng-chang, emphasized that
Taiwan “keeps pace with its democratic partners” around the world regarding its decision
on sanctions. According to him, the government will “cooperate” with what Western
countries have decided on the issue of disconnecting from SWIFT. This decision by the
Taiwan administration is to some extent symbolic, since Taiwan’s trade with Russia is
minimal. The Taiwan Financial Supervisory Commission said on Monday that any
transfers to Russia are made through the SWIFT system, but through intermediary banks.
Taiwan is a major semiconductor manufacturer, and Taipei claims that chipmakers will
comply with export control regulations to Russia. Aid to Ukraine in the form of 27 tons of
medicines was noted as a separate line in the speeches of the representatives of the island
(Taiwan to follow SWIFT..., 2022).

Based on this, it can be argued that the period of Russia’s destructive transformation
of the system of international relations is already having devastating consequences for the
principles of systemic relations in Europe. Given the consolidation of the position of
Western countries regarding the aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, this
will quite logically have a global projection.

The next step regarding Ukraine was the decision of Taiwan at the end of May 2022
to allocate $6 million for the recovery of Ukrainian cities from the consequences of the
Russian invasion. This was stated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Taiwan Joseph Wu
in a telephone conversation with the mayor of Kharkiv I. Terekhov (Russia-Ukraine news,
May 31, 2022).

It should be noted that such financial support from Taiwan to Ukraine is of a
systematic nature. Thus, back in mid-April, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Taiwan,
Joseph Wu, declared the aid for Kyiv in the amount of $8 million. He informed about the
allocation of funds during a conversation with the mayor of Kyiv V. Klitschko. According to
the statement, $3 million will be sent directly to the Kyiv administration and additional
$5 million will be divided between six local hospitals. According to Joseph Wu, Taiwan and
Ukraine are partners that share democratic ideology and are at the forefront of the fight
against the spread of totalitarianism (Russia-Ukraine news, April 22, 2022).

Therefore, an open armed confrontation between the USA and the PRC regarding
the solution of the “Taiwan issue” currently seems unlikely, and the sharp political
statements of the leaders of both the PRC and the USA are an illustration both for the
citizens of their countries and for the allies that they are keeping the situation under
control and are ready to take all necessary means to achieve their long-term national
interests.

The perimeter of the foreign policy actions of the PRC has both certain limitations
and certain stimulators. Firstly, China’s economic power is currently weaker than that of
the USA and its allies. At the present stage, a fairly significant part of the American foreign
policy potential is reoriented towards the confrontation with Russia in Europe, in
particular in Ukraine, which diverts attention from the mechanism of China’s containment
in the Asian region. And this, in turn, can be used by Beijing to expand its sphere of
influence in the APR. Secondly, the global systemic crisis is likely to create a favorable
foreign policy and foreign economic environment for China.

Today’s conflict, taking into account the role of the USA in supporting Ukraine,
creates the basis for China’s dynamic implementation of its “soft power” policy (creating a
culturally and economically attractive image of China thanks to the integration of the
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countries of the region into a single economic complex with the dominant role of the PRC).
An example of this can be the signing of the agreement on the free trade zone (Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership) on November 15, 2020, opening its capacious
market to the countries of the world, thus making the development of their economies
dependent on relations with the PRC. Beijing has also stepped up its activities within the
RIC (Russia, India, and China) and BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa)
integration associations. Beijing is also systematically working to implement the idea of the
EU’s strategic autonomy from the USA.

Thirdly, the “narrowing” of sales markets in the context of the global crisis will
stimulate the policy of the PRC government aimed at the development of the domestic
market. Considering the current “Russian experience” with sanctions, the PRC will strive to
develop a model of economic sovereignty in case of a collision with the USA and the
application of sanctions against it.

Fourthly, China will try to prolong the existence of the Putin’s regime. In Russia,
which is under sanctions, the number of foreign trade partners in the West has sharply
narrowed, which situationally pushes Moscow into the “embrace” of Beijing. On the part of
the PRC, the Russian Federation weakened by the sanctions policy will be considered
exclusively as a raw material appendage. And this, in turn, will allow Beijing to determine
the models and frameworks of bilateral cooperation, thereby making the significant
percentage of the filling of the Russian budget dependent on the dynamics of cooperation
between the PRC and the Russian Federation. Beijing will gradually and carefully include
Russia in its economic orbit: calculations in yuan, promotion to the markets from which
Western countries have left. Thus, China’s influence on the economy and, accordingly, on
the foreign policy course of the Russian Federation will grow.

Fifthly, there is also a potential possibility of an open conflict over the territories of
the Russian Far East, which Beijing claimed to be its back in the 19th century. Analyzing
the possibility of such a scenario the American political scientist, president and founder of
Eurasia Group Ian Bremmer noted the PRC would theoretically attack a weakened Russian
Federation with the tacit consent of the USA. But obviously Beijing and Moscow have
reached a consensus on this issue and put it in a drawer (Moroney, 2007).

According to the expert, the state of relations between the countries of the world and
the PRC is characterized by opportunistic use aimed primarily at economic profit. Although,
the role of the Russian Federation in bilateral relations with the PRC is a “secondary one”,
since “...the Russian Federation has become a natural junior partner of the PRC, given the
fact that both countries are in a geopolitical conflict with the USA” (Moroney, 2007). Beijing
is currently getting ample opportunities to use the energy and resource potential of Russia in
general, while receiving discounts on raw materials vital to the Chinese economy.

Sixthly, a direct confrontation between the PRC and the USA regarding the
resolution of the Taiwan issue is extremely disadvantageous for Ukraine, since it will lead
to a shift in the focus of the world community’s attention from Ukraine to the APR. In
addition, the USA, which has security obligations to the Republic of China in Taiwan, will
react quite radically to such development of events, and consequently, it will divert the
attention of our state’s strategic partner from Russian aggression.

One of the most recent examples of US compliance with the Taiwan Relations Act of
1979 is the approval by the US State Department in February 2022 of providing Taiwan
with services and sales of equipment for the technical “support, maintenance and
improvement” of anti-aircraft missile systems. The agreement is planned to be
implemented as part of the maintenance program for the Patriot anti-aircraft missile
systems. “The anticipated sale serves the national and economic and security interests of
the USA as it contributes to the recipient’s ongoing efforts to modernize its armed forces
and maintain a credible defense capability. The proposed sale can enhance the recipient’s
security and will contribute to political stability, military balance, economy and progress in
the region”, the US Department of Defense Security Cooperation Agency said in a
statement (Taipei economic and cultural representative..., 2022).
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The amount of the agreement is $100 million. And as a result, the deployment of
military hostilities between the USA and the PRC will mark the beginning of the Third
World War with difficult to predict consequences and results, also taking into account the
fact that both countries belong to the nuclear club.

Suffering losses nowadays as a result of Russia’s war against Ukraine, China is quite
logically advocating an end to this armed confrontation, at the same time, this crisis has
opened up certain strategic opportunities for the PRC that Beijing can take advantage of in
the long term.
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