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Streszczenie: W artykule przedstawiono istotne dla współczesnej socjologii badania 
historiograficzne nieformalnych stowarzyszeń młodzieżowych społeczeństwa radziec-
kiego. Mimo że nieformalne stowarzyszenia młodzieżowe w Związku Radzieckim ist-
niały zawsze, ich analiza była możliwa dopiero po rozpoczęciu „pierestrojki”. Aktywa-
cja badań rozpoczęła się w latach 1986–1988. Szczyt badań socjologicznych dotyczących 
tych zrzeszeń młodzieżowych, a także wypracowanie mechanizmów pozwalających na 
analizę i wskazanie ich kierunku przypadł na lata 1989–1991. Autorki opisały główne 
obszary działalności nieformalnych stowarzyszeń młodzieżowych, a także przedstawili, 
w jaki sposób tym problemem zajmowali się niektórzy badacze.

Summary: This article presents a historiographical study of the informal youth asso-
ciations of Soviet society that is relevant to contemporary sociology. Although informal 
youth associations in the Soviet Union had always existed, their analysis was only 
possible after the beginning of “perestroika”. The activation of research began  
in 1986–1988. The peak of sociological research on these youth associations, as well as 
the development of mechanisms to analyse and point in their direction, occurred  
in 1989–1991. The authors have described the main areas of activity of informal youth 
associations, as well as how this problem has been addressed by some researchers.
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Introduction

Informal non-governmental organizations were special associations in 
the Soviet Union where citizens actually did not have the right to freely 
unite for realizing their own needs and interests. Young people could par-
ticipate only in official youth organizations created by the state and the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). The main youth organiza-
tion was the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League (Komsomol). 
The creation of associations beyond official structures was considered to be 
illegal and was strictly prosecuted by the Party and the Committee for 
State Security (KGB). With the beginning of “perestroika” in the mid- 
1980s in the USSR the situation was gradually changing, and the public 
initiative was given a different status. 

Informal associations that emerged massively in the Soviet society in 
the second half of the 1980s were characterized as associations indepen-
dent of the Party and state control (Evans A., 2002, p. 323), and they diffe-
red from formal official youth unions (Krawatzek F., 2016, p. 195).  
According to Hillary Pilkington, the term informal people meant “informal 
groups”, but in fact they were not necessarily informal in their organization 
or activities since by the end of “perestroika” some of them had turned into 
national movements. Rather, their informal status meant activities in those 
areas that were not included in the state or formal sector (Pilkington H., 
1994, p. 115).

In scientific researches, other concepts to denote informal youth asso-
ciations are used. Informal youth associations are called “unofficial” or 
“independent” associations. The terms “club” or “association” are used to 
denote small informal groups consisted of 10 to 30 people, the term “asso-
ciation” means more organized group consisted of more members, or with 
a program and goals (Levine N., 1995, p. 31). So-called indirect (oblique) 
group is the type of informal associations. When the Soviet political sys-
tem did not allow holding open discussions, the representatives of indirect 
groups of society demonstrated considerably different opinions in the me-
dia. Although, they had no chance to transform themselves into socio-po-
litical organizations within the Soviet system (Nolte H., 2014, p. 122). 
Certain types of informal associations that emerged in the last years of 
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the USSR existence are studied as “proto-factories of thought” (Sungu- 
rov A., 2012, p. 24–25).

Studying unofficial associations in Soviet society, it should be noted 
that the concept itself acquired a specific meaning, in contrast to that ap-
plied in sociology. Determining formal and informal associations, scien-
tists take into consideration two initial criteria – legal recognition and or-
ganizational structure. Firstly, informal associations have no legal status. 
Only collective agreement provides them with legitimacy. Secondly, infor-
mal associations have more diffuse structure than formal ones. Their bo-
undaries, composition and hierarchy are less obvious (March K. and 
Taqqu R., 1982, p. 3). 

It is necessary to highlight such peculiarities of informal associations 
in the Soviet society: the creation of associations based on people’s initiati-
ve; non-integration into the socio-political system; independence from offi-
cial structures. In our research, we come to the conclusion that “informal 
(unofficial) youth associations” are a voluntary association of citizens aged 
between 14 and 35 years old, created to protect and represent their rights 
and interests in various spheres of life as well as to participate in the ma-
nagement of public affairs. Such associations have the following features 
as the creation of an association based on the society members’ initiative, 
non-integration into the socio-political system, and independence from offi-
cial structures.

Today, there is no doubt that researchers should pay more attention to 
unofficial structures since their influence on official organizations is incre-
asingly amplifying in the modern world. Also particularly topical is the 
activity of unofficial associations in the period of socio-political and econo-
mic transformations. In the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
during Gorbachev’s reforms, unofficial associations weakened the state’s 
ability to implement reforms. Therefore, it is still necessary to understand 
how informal, micro-level social structures influence formal macro-level 
institutional forms (Banovi R., 2015, p. 199). Presently, so-called “color 
revolutions” are believed to be stimuli to youth movements (Beacháin D. 
and Polese A., 2010, p. 615).

The research objective is to identify features and trends in the study of 
informal youth associations in the Soviet Union in 1970–1991, periodiza-
tion of historiography and identification of factors influencing the study of 
this problem in the Soviet Union.
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The First Attempts to Research Informal Youth Associations 
in the Soviet Union

The research of the activity of informal youth associations in the Soviet 
society dates back to 1970s. However, it had been keeping low profile until 
1986, when informal groups became a common phenomenon in the society. 
The lack of scientific research on this issue in Soviet historiography before 
“perestroyka – restructuring” comes down to the following two factors: 

1) political conjuncture, which implied that the research on social and 
political activity of the youth was solely confined to official organizations; 

2) absence of the factual material due to the non-disclosure of the in-
formation concerning the creation and functioning of youth associations in 
the USSR.

Meanwhile there were just a few publications, which touched on diffe-
rent aspects of this problem. Namely, V. Alekseeva devoted her publication 
to the problem of informal teenage groups in the urban environment, in 
which she attempted to study and compare the informal groups at schools 
and colleges in terms of regional aspect. It suggested that the fundamen-
tal premise of an informal group is not primarily their activity, but the ba-
sic need for interpersonal communication (Alekseeva V., 1977, p. 61). 

More attention to studies in the specified field was paid by foreign re-
searchers. However, their capacity for fundamental research was rather li-
mited, specifically, due to the shortage of objective information regarding 
the informal activity of the Soviet youth. Therefore, they focused on purely 
specific aspects of the youth organization activity in the light of analyzing 
the activity of opposition in Ukraine. In particular, the activity of the 
Sixtiers and the buildup of opposition support in Ukrainian society, nota-
bly, among the youth in the early 1960s, were highlighted in the publica-
tions by J. Kolasky (Kolasky J., 1970) and B. Nahaylo (Nahaylo B., 1983) 
released in Canada. 

In his research of Ukrainian nationalist movement in the USSR after 
1965 published in London in 1971, J. Birch provided the succinct analysis 
of the youth organization “The Union for the Liberation of Ukraine” foun-
ded in 1950s (Birch J., 1971). In his work, the researcher classified the 
participants according to age, education level and profession. 

Amid the studies into the activity of other opposition groups, K. Far-
mer paid considerable attention to youth organization in one of his publica-
tions (Farmer K., 1980). In the fifth section devoted to the outburst of na-
tionalist opposition in Ukraine and the response of the Soviet regime, he 
analyzes the activity of such organizations as ‘The Union for the Libera-
tion of Ukraine’, Ukrainian National Committee, “Union of Ukrainian 
Youth of Halychyna” and the Union of Creative Youth in Dnipropetrovsk. 
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Activation of the Studying the Problem by Soviet Researchers 
in 1986–1988

The period from 1986 to August 1988 is marked by the emergence of 
numerous publications on this subject. The shift of focus in the studies of 
youth social activity was down to the onset of democratic processes and 
“Glasnost – publicity” in the USSR in mid-1980s. The revision of the dog-
matic concepts of Soviet science and the accepted ideological schemes in 
research on political and social activity of the population marked the new 
stage of social science development. The methodology of social research 
was also prone to change. While still being focused on the principles of 
Marxism and Leninism, it incorporated a number of new approaches to 
the study of social and political processes and phenomena.

The onset of the major activity in the studies of the issue was in the 
period between 1986 and 1988. Simultaneously, grew the public interest in 
the activity of informal organizations as well as the number of substantial 
research as well as publications addressing the problem. In terms of defi-
ning the essence, content, the reasons for creation and different aspects of 
the activity of informal youth organizations, the most productive and pro-
mising were the publications by Kulikov V. (1986), Bestuzhev-Lada I. 
(1987), Levicheva V. (1987), Lihachev B. (1987), Zhukov V. (1987), Churba-
nov V., Nelyubin, A. (1988), Afanasiev V. Kofyirin N. (1988). 

The evidenceshowing that the new approach to researching the pro-
blem of informal youth organizations was coming up was the monograph 
by O. Lukov „Youth movement in the Socialist society: theory and practice” 
(Lukov V., 1987). For the first time ever this work referred to informal or-
ganizations as the constituent part of the socialist youth movement, which 
had a considerable influence on its development (Lukov V., 1987, p. 82). 
However, the author claims that informal groups and movements came up 
due to the spontaneous trends in youth movement. Consequently, subject 
to the conscious onset, such spontaneity typical of socialist youth move-
ment can positively affect conservative organizational bodies. Conversely, 
“the spontaneous types of youth movement, which fail to embody the key 
interests of the young generation, may prove to be not in line with their 
basic system-building component which is crucial of organizational unions 
of progressive youth” (Lukov V., 1987, p. 83–84). Judging by that, it could 
be referred to as the birth of the idea concerning the necessity of granting 
the informal organizations a certain status in youth movement, still, hi-
ghlighting the secondary status of such youth initiatives as opposed to the 
official mass youth organization (All-Union Leninist Young Communist 
League in the Soviet Union).
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Bluvshteyn, Yu. and Yustitskiy V. researched the essence and the con-
tent of the notion of informal organizations, as well as their classifi-cations 
and functions (Bluvshteyn Yu. and Yustitskiy V., 1987). The main diffe-
rence between the informal and official groups was the absence of the legal 
status of the former. Later this problem in terms of youth subcultures was 
addressed by Fayn, A., the researcher from Leningrad. He categorized the 
informal groups’ initiatives on the grounds of age as independent adult 
groups and informal teenage groups. While the former emerge with a so-
cially consistent purpose, well-formulated programs and formal characte-
ristics, the latter are created purely for socializing (Fayn A., 1988, p. 25). 
The works by Bluvshteyn Yu., Yustitskiy V. and Fayn A. have marked the 
origin of two different perspectives in terms of defining and classifying in-
formal organiztions. 

In the course of analyzing the state of the scientific research of the 
issue, it is essential to mention one of the critical publications by lawyer 
Belyaeva N. In her characteristics of the adopted in 1986 “Provision on in-
dependent societies and hobby clubs” she acknowledged that the law-ma-
ker’s position in terms of “role assignment” between a club and its founder 
is clearly not beneficial for independent societies (Belyaeva N., 1987, p. 30).

However, it is regarded as positive that research into the causes of fo-
unding informal youth organizations becomes the subject of the majority 
of scientific studies. Namely, Plaksiy S. put the emergence of the conside-
rable number of informal organizations in late 1980s down to the fact that 
a substantial portion of young people was put off by the traditional social 
institutions, the formal activity of social organizations, social demagogy, 
the infringement of the principles of social justice (Plaksiy S.,1988a, p. 83). 
This perspective was dominant among the majority of researchers at the 
time. 

The article by Sundiev, I. deserves special attention among the works 
of Soviet researchers. The author pioneered among others not only by defi-
ning the causes of emergence and the characteristics of informal organiza-
tions, but also in his attempts to analyze the evolution of informal youth 
movements from the early years of Komsomol (Sundiev I., 1987). The pro-
blem of division into periods was also addressed by Malyutin, M. He speci-
fied the first wave – after the 20th Party Congress ХХ till 1982, the period 
of decline – from 1983 to1985 and the second wave starting from 1986 
(Malyutin M., 1988, p. 26). 

The issue of informal organizations was in the focus of active research 
among psychologists. The outstanding works comprise the articles by  
Rozin M. (1988), Dolnik V. (1988) and Zayarnaya O. (1988). In their analy-
sis of the activity of punks, metallists and football fans, they made  
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a point that the expressiveness and the demonstrative behavior of these 
groups closely related to the revival of archaic culture forms. 

In 1988 Moscow saw the publication of a number of monographies 
devoted to the activity of informal organizations (Rumyantsev O., 1988; 
Nenashev S., 1988; Yanitskiy O., 1988; Plaksiy S., 1988b). Despite the fact 
that they were predominantly of scientific nature and had a certain bias, 
the authors touched on many relevant aspects of the issue. O. Rumiantsev 
attached significance to the unofficial initiatives, highlighting the fact 
that the emergence of independent societies virtually marked the onset 
and development of the basics of socialist civil society in the USSR (Rumy-
antsev O., 1988, p. 22). The researcher also shed light on the issue of the 
interaction between independent societies and government bodies, which 
he widely criticized, highlighting the pointless nature of the process of in-
tegrating independent societies in the existing system of civil organiza-
tions, with the authorities implementing selective approach in terms of 
unofficial initiatives or even using enforcement to struggle with the “rebel-
lious” organizations. 

Plaksiy, S. analyzed youth organizations on the grounds of the consi-
derable bulk of factual data. Conceptually, as well as other researchers, he 
categorized youth organizations as independent and informal. The major 
focus is on the issue of classifying youth organizations based on the diffe-
rentiated approach (pro-social, non-social and anti-social), which will 
eventually be the dominant approach among the pundits of that period 
(Plaksiy S., 1988b, p. 54). 

Growing interest in informal youth organizations from government 
agencies facilitated the development of the research as well as the emer-
gence of new publications and even compilations made by the USSR Aca-
demy of Sciences and the Higher School of Komsomol at Komsomol Cen-
tral Committee. Although the first compilation “The informal youth 
organizations and ideological struggle” (Filatov A., 1988) comprised the 
articles containing a high degree of conjuncture, the second one “Informal 
youth organizations yesterday, today… And tomorrow?” proved to be much 
more unbiased. Namely, Vohmintseva G. analyzed the dynamics of the re-
lationships between informal organizations and governing bodies and 
came to the conclusion about the low competence of the government, which 
frequently exercise persecution of the non-conformists in order to compen-
sate for the lack of real power.  The absence of clear criteria in terms of 
classifying organizations into “positive” and “negative” makes government 
bodies disoriented and leads them to the attempts of banning the very in-
nocent initiatives (Vohmintseva G., 1988, p. 36–37). In order to alleviate the 
strain between civil initiatives and the government, the researcher deemed 
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it necessary to legally acknowledge the activity of informal organizations 
and grant them with democratic rights and liberties. Among these, the 
most invaluable warnings are as follows: “Using violent methods will ine- 
vitably cause resistance, the power of which will be proportional to the ra-
dicalism of the measures taken. Government bodies will have nothing but 
use force, which will eventually result in the national crisis” (Vohmintse- 
va G., 1988, p. 42). 

In 1986–1988, the phenomenon of the Communard movement as one 
of the directions of the informal youth initiative in the 1960s and 1970s 
was actively studied. The pedagogical Communard movement developed 
in the youth-Komsomol environment and arose as a response to the autho-
ritarianism and de-individualization of the Soviet education system. This 
movement was based on the method of collective creative education develo-
ped in 1957 by the associate professor of the Leningrad Institute of Pedago-
gy and Psychology Ihor Ivanov and other teachers based on the pedagogical 
ideas of Anton Makarenko. On its basis, in 1959, the Frunzen Commune 
was created in the House of Pioneers and Schoolchildren in Leningrad.

This action was supported by the party-Komsomol organs, and in 1962 
the newspaper “Komsomolska Pravda” opened a correspondence club of 
young Communards to promote the Frunze Commune. Sections of the club 
began to appear in the country’s schools. Local Komsomol committees also 
contributed to this initiative, which is why the Communard movement qu-
ickly spread throughout the territory of the USSR. From that time, me-
etings of young Communards also began to be held in various cities of the 
country. In the 1960s, Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, and Donetsk became the cen-
ters of the communist movement in Ukraine. During this period, at its he-
ight, the movement included tens of thousands of schoolchildren and 
teenagers.

At the end of the 1980s, a number of publications were published in 
which various aspects of communalism were highlighted (Kazakyna M., 
1988; Gazman O., 1988; Shmakov S., 1988; Mudryk A., 1988). The authors 
analyze the social doctrine of the Communard movement. Special atten-
tion was paid to the issue of self-governance and democracy in the commu-
ne during the examination of the pedagogical principles of communalism. 
Thus, the researcher of the Communard methodology M. Kazakyna cha-
racterized these phenomena as follows: “...self-active, democratic ways of 
life of the collective extended to all spheres: ideological, industrial work, 
economic and domestic, cultural and leisure. The absence of prohibited 
areas for criticism, privileged persons, honest and consistent publicity, sin-
cere concern for the common cause...” (Kazakyna M., 1988, p. 67). For the 
Soviet school, with its organization and authoritarian style of education, 
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the pedagogical basis of the Communard movement was quite progressive. 
She contributed to the discovery of creative abilities and the formation of  
a comprehensively developed personality.

The Development of Fundamental Research and a Scientific 
Direction in Soviet Sociology

The period from 1989 to 1991 was marked by the broadening range of 
issues, which resulted in the emergence of fundamental works on the sub-
ject. These trends stimulated by the politicization and the rigorous activity 
of informal organizations combined with the increasing impact on social 
and political processes in the country. 

It is most noteworthy that the researcher E. Komarova in 1989 issued 
the PhD thesis “The problems of emergence and development of informal 
youth organizations in the context of socialism”. The research conducted 
with the archive materials, scientific compilations on philosophy, sociology, 
psychology, pedagogy, the findings of social surveys enabled the author to 
advance to the new level of the subject awareness. Consequently, she made 
the following conclusions: 
● The activity of informal organizations relates to the dynamics of social, 

economic and political processes inside the system (periods of revolutio-
nary changes are inevitably marked by the intensive growth of youth 
independence). 

● The value of independent societies lies in forming the democratic perso-
nality. 

● The typical feature of independent societies, which emerge from the un-
derground, is the weakening of Western anti-party orientation. 

● The use of violent methods of influence on informal organizations is 
unacceptable due to the inevitable resistance in response (Komarova E., 
1989, p. 6). 

Despite this, the author’s compliance with the political conjuncture 
had a certain effect on the scientific significance of the paper. Consequen-
tly, the main drawbacks concerning her research were as follows:

– firstly, the classification of informal organizations by the principle of 
their social focus (positive, neutral and negative) was based not on the ob-
jective criteria but on the acknowledgement of ideological and political ele-
ments; 

– secondly, the author researched the practical activity of only socially 
“positive” groups, which led to the lack of research on a number of vital 
issues pertinent to the way a wide range of informal initiatives function. 
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Noteworthy among the publications of that period is the article by Be-
rezovskiy V. and Krotov N., which brought new perspectives into the rese-
arch on the evolution of informal organizations in the USSR. Thus, they 
concluded that the informal organizations in late 1980s were human ri-
ghts groups and social initiative organizations (community movements, 
nature protection groups and international brigade movement) of 
1960s–70s. The initiative, which stood out among others, was “The New 
Wave”, which is claimed to have originated under the influence of demo-
cracy and publicity in 1987–1988 (Berezovskiy V. and Krotov N. 1989,  
p. 23).

In 1989 the complex monographic research on the activity of informal 
youth organizations was released (Levicheva V., 1989a; Levicheva V., 
1989b; Shkurin V., 1990). The works by Levichieva, despite their scientific 
character, contained certain innovations concerning her approach to the 
research. It implies that the researcher referred to the classification of in-
formal organizations as “unrighteous” due to their social focus which re-
mained dominant in the research typical of that period. She claimed that 
the universal classification criterion would be ‘the law, the infringement of 
which could be the only grounds for classifying the non-conformists as “anti-
social” (Levicheva V., 1989b, p. 31). Compared to the work of Levicheva V., 
Schkurin V. conducted a deeper analysis of the informal youth organiza-
tions on the nationwide scale. The wide use of sociological research, acco-
unting for the experience of other social countries in working with non-
-conformists in the course of studying the activity of various organizations 
made the work more fundamental. 

In terms of characterizing the general research of the informal youth 
organizations, it is essential to note the studies into other trends of youth 
initiatives. Thus, the interest in environmental protection stipulated the 
development of research on students’ conservationist brigades. In the con-
text of the ecological movement in the USSR, the activity of conservatio-
nist brigades is addressed in the works by Yanitskiy O. (1989, 1990), Zabe-
lin S. (1989) and Shvarts E. (1990). In particular, Schwarz criticizes the 
draft law “About the voluntary bodies, independent organizations and vo-
luntary independent organizations”, deeming it necessary to formalize in 
legislation not the sanctioning order of creating civil organizations, as defi-
ned in the law, but the order of registration; additionally, to grant the gro-
ups with a wide range of civil rights. Additionally, the researcher highli-
ghts the importance of taking into account the activity of Nature 
Protection Brigades in the course of developing and enforcing the law. 
Another researcher who highlighted the issues of the functioning of civil 
initiatives in the context of nature conservation was Tarnavskiy A. (1990). 
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The formation and development of the Communard movement is devo-
ted to the work of Simon Soloveychik (Soloveychik S., 1989). It is a de-
scription of events related to the creation of the Frunzen commune in Le-
ningrad and its activities, the spread of Communard groups throughout 
the territory of the Soviet Union. The study also paid considerable atten-
tion to the essence, nature and practice of implementing communalism in 
school and student groups. Also analyzing the social doctrine of the Com-
munard movement, the author singles out pedagogical and ideological 
components. The pedagogical basis of the movement was a combination of 
collective creativity, elements of the scouting movement, games and lear-
ning. The activities of the Communards were based on the methodology of 
“collective creative work”, which was aimed at achieving an unpredictable 
creative result. Therefore, the main motto of the Communards was: “Eve-
rything is creative, why else?” (Soloveychik S., 1989, p. 137).

Starting from 1989, numerous works on youth subcultures were rele-
ased. Rock music was positively evaluated as the constituent part of youth 
subculture in the research by Vakulina E., Klyueva E., Syicheva N. 
(1989), Shklyar Yu., Eydelman M. (1989), Sitnikov V. (1989). The most 
productive fundamental research on the issue on the nationwide scale 
were “Rock music in the USSR” by Troitskiy A. (1990) as well as his mo-
nography “Rock in the Union. 60s, 70s, 80s…” (Troitskiy A., 1991). They 
contained an abundance of factual material concerning the evolution of 
rock music in the USSR and in Ukraine in particular. Thus, the first rese-
arch presents evidence on the development of rock music in Ukraine from 
1966. Certain articles were dedicated to the activity of rock clubs in Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, Lviv and Dnipropetrovsk in the late 1980s and rock festivals 
held throughout that period. Besides they highlighted the role rock music 
played in the Soviet society, its influence on youth, the response of the au-
thorities to the emergence and development of this genre. A.Troitsky cha-
racterizes the importance of rock music for the society of the 1960s – early 
1980s in the following way: “The high level of mastering the word, char-
ged for thinking… made our generation capable of realizing this slow revo-
lution in the young people’s views throughout the gloomiest of the years, 
being emotional and psychological toner and, in a sense, the precursor of 
the publicity” (Troitskiy A., 1991, p. 171). 

Another researcher, Fayn, A., devoted his publication to the analysis 
of the ideology of Soviet hippies. The positive trend proved to be the at-
tempt of the author to be objective to the phenomenon, leaving aside the 
previously defined perspectives, which portrayed hippies as purely antiso-
cial elements. The research on the program of the movement enabled the 
author to define the social and political views of these groups of youth 
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(Fayn A., 1989). In 1990 Fayn A. in conjunction with Zapesotskiy A. pu-
blished the research on the informal youth organizations. Regardless of 
the scientific nature of the publication, it revealed the essence and the ty-
pical features of the activity of hippies, punks and other subcultural youth 
unions (Zapesotskiy A. and Fayn A, 1990). 

Certain aspects of the activity as well as the typical features of the 
views of the members of subcultural groups are highlighted in the scienti-
fic compilation “Psychological peculiarities of independent teenage and ad-
olescent groups” devised by the members of the Research and Develop-
ment Institution of General and Pedagogical Psychology of the USSR 
Academy of Pedagogical Science in 1990. Most noteworthy were the artic-
les by Schepanskaya T. (1990) and Rozin M. (1990a, 1990b). The analysis 
of psychological problems experienced by Afgan War veterans in the rese-
arch conducted by Znakov V. gives insight into the factors stipulating the 
foundation of these groups (Znakov 1990). 

Throughout 1990 on the nationwide scale was released a number of 
scientific publications on the issues of the activity of informal youth orga-
nizations. Despite their descriptive character, some of them are of special 
concern to the researchers, comprising a substantial bulk of factual mate-
rial as well as containing certain ambiguity of interpretation (Gromov A. 
and Kuzin O., 1990; Pechenev V., 1990; Komissarov S. and Shendrik A., 
1990; Olshanskiy D., 1990; Pashkov M., 1990; Schegortsov V., 1990). More 
important research in terms of factual data comprises the following compi-
lations: “Non-conformists: social initiatives” (1990) and “By the unwritten 
street laws” (1991). They comprise the articles by outstanding Soviet rese-
archers in terms of the issue of the activity of informal organizations, 
among which the most noteworthy ones were by Levicheva V. (1991), Sun-
diev I. (1990; 1991), Mazurova A., Rozin M. (1991), Revin V. (1991), Ere-
min V. (1991) and Sundiev I., Radzihovskiy L. (1991).

The attempt to write a comprehensive scientific research devoted to the 
most relevant problems of the activity of the informal youth organizations 
was the compilation “Independent civil movements: problems and perspecti-
ves” published by Research and Development Institution of Culture in 1990. 
The view of the problem was expressed by experts in philosophy, sociology, 
psychology, cultural science, history and law giving the multi-faceted per-
spective on categories, notions, classification schemes and methodological 
approaches to the issue. The solutions to the theoretical and methodological 
issues concerning informal youth organizations were presented in the artic-
les by Suslova E. (1990) and Apresyan R. (1990). Noteworthy is the article 
by Grishin V., devoted to the activity of the subcultural youth groups in the 
USSR and the response of the authorities to this process (Grishin V., 1990).
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Sociological analysis of the informal youth organizations in the con-
text of studying the social and political potential of the youth was conduc-
ted in the PhD thesis by Doctor of Sociology Levanov E. He deems the im-
portance of the independent organizations is about optimizing social 
development as young people’s political activity is based not on the directi-
ves from “above”, distorted by the multi-layered bureaucratic system, but 
mainly about personal and joint political interest realized by their own ef-
fort (Levanov E., 1990, p. 32). Levanov E. criticized the decision of the au-
thorities to ban non-conformist activity. “This  contradiction between the 
outdated, outwardly statist political regime and the emergent civil society 
is not to be resolved,” deems the author (Levanov E., 1990, p. 34). 

The issues related to the activity of informal youth organizations and 
the perspectives of their development are referred to in the joint project by 
Soviet pundits Dobryinina V., Suslova E. and Yuvkin M. (1990). The au-
thors suggested their own classification by distinguishing three dominant 
systems of values in unofficial movements: anti-technocratic, radical refor-
matory and action-oriented. Besides, the analysis of the activity of natio-
nal unions presented in the work is of special interest. 

In research interview “Criminologists on informal youth organiza-
tions” by Soviet experts V. Levicheva, V. Lisovsky, G. Zabriansky, I. Saia-
sov, E. Baal and others, the attempt is made to define the reasons for the 
emergence of the negative phenomena in the youth environment and come 
up with the solutions. Namely, G. Zabriansky defines being an outsider in 
terms of territory, society or ethnicity (nation) as some of the main reasons 
for the young to join antisocially orientated informal organizations (Kar-
pets I., 1990, p. 55). It is crucial to highlight that the perspectives of some 
authors of the compilation are clearly marked by ideological or political 
biases. 

The psychology of teenagers who join informal organizations is investi-
gated in the research by Tolstyih A. The study defines the characteristic 
features of the informal movement of teenagers, classifying them into so-
cial political, radical, ecological ethical, lifestyle and non-conventional reli-
gious, and others (Tolstyih A., 1991).

The relationships between the Komsomol and informal organizations 
were described in the work by Leningrad researchers Gribanov V., Griba-
nova G. In the section devoted to the issue “Cooperation or competition 
with the Komsomol” the authors concluded that the Komsomol put the 
main accent in the relationships on the inclusion of the groups in its sphe-
re of influence, as well as exercising its direct ideological influence on the-
se organizations. “This way it did not consider equal rights or partnership 
with various youth organizations, it directly imposed the monopoly of 
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VLCSM on the youth movement in the country” (Gribanov V. and Griba-
nova G., 1991, p. 25). 

Ukrainian Researchers about Informal Youth Associations  
in Soviet Society

Concerning the contribution of Ukrainian researchers in terms of the 
specified problem, it is worth noting that it was rather insubstantial com-
pared to the overall number of Soviet publications. The first works by 
Ukrainian researchers devoted to the activity of informal youth organiza-
tions emerged only in 1988. Among others, the most significant ones are 
methodological recommendations compiled by Byichko A. (1988), which, 
still not devoid of the ideological stereotypes typical of that period, conta-
ined substantial body of factual material on informal organizations in 
Kyiv. Similarly, the activity of your non-conformists was analyzed by Ro-
govyi M. Alongside with the so-called “positive” groups, he severely critici-
zed the activity of Ukrainian cultural club. Specifically, the author refer-
red to the group as ‘the one intending to grow out of civil control and 
impose toxic ideas based on outwardly nationalist concepts on innocent 
youth (Rogovyi M., 1988, p. 36).

The analysis of the activity of the informal youth organizations which 
existed on the territory of Ukraine in 1988 was conducted by Ukrainian 
researchers Protasova N. and Shapovalov O. Defining the causes of foun-
ding such organizations, they highlighted the essence of a differentiated 
approach, by specifying prosocial, non-social and antisocial organizations, 
while separating the groups which ‘occasionally with an extremist per-
spective criticize the ideas of perestroika – reformation’ (Protasova N. and 
Shapovalov O., 1988, p. 63). 

The research on the activity of the informal youth organizations was 
conducted by Kulyas P. and Litvin V., Kulyas P. regarded the activity of 
the organizations through the prism of dividing them into three groups: 
actual positive activity, protest activity and political confrontation activity 
towards local authorities. The organizations belonging to the third group 
were referred to as extremist (Kulyas P., 1989, p. 47). Litvin, V. was more 
moderate in terms of evaluating the activity of youth social political orga-
nizations (possibly, influenced by social political state in the country in 
1991). The only criticism he voiced was aimed at outwardly radical groups, 
specifically, the nationalist department of the Community of Independent 
Ukrainian Youth (Litvin V., 1991, p. 56). 
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In 1989 USSR community “Knowledge” published the research “Inde-
pendent youth organizations: questions and answers”, which made a cru-
cial attempt in terms of regarding the problem of informal organization as 
a whole. The research comprised a set of relevant questions on the issue 
answered by the members of Central Committee of Komsomol of Ukraine 
A. Razumkov and S. Hodakovsky, who studied the activity of the informal 
youth organizations. Conceptually they deemed it necessary to put into 
common use the term “independent organizations” for all the forms of 
youth activity. Additionally, they specified a number of stages of their de-
velopment: non-conformist groups, independent civil groups, voluntary 
communities and civil organizations, international NGOs (Razumkov A., 
1989, p. 8). The analysis of the independent movement revealed a certain 
political bias of the authors. It implied that the process of politicization of 
informal organizations had a number of negative features including the 
intensification of the activity of certain antisocial and extremist groups, 
attempts to create new political parties with alternative perspectives to 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, nationalist communities (Razum-
kov A., 1989, p. 13). 

The problem of the activity of informal organizations in 1987–1989 
was touched upon by Kaminskiy A. in the substantial work devoted to the 
reformation processes in Ukraine. The combination of rigorous publicist 
and scientific analysis with the lack of ideological bias enabled the author 
to highlight in a relevant and sophisticated manner the activity of such 
youth organizations as the Community of the Lev, Student’s Brotherhood, 
Ukrainian social communities “Hromada”, “Plast” and others. For that re-
ason, the author’s contribution to the research of the specified problem is of 
considerable interest (Kaminskiy A., 1990). 

Certain aspects of the activity of informal youth organizations are re-
garded in the monography by Astahova K. “Development of pluralism in 
the USSR: certain aspects” (1991) as well as the author’s PhD thesis 
“Emergence of pluralism in the USSR (1985–1991)” (Astahova K., 1994). 
The research highlighted the causes of the emergence of informal youth 
organizations, their characteristics, social functions, typology and pro-
spects of development. 

Among other specialized research by Ukrainian pundits it is worth 
mentioning the work by a conservationist, a member of Nature Protection 
Brigades, Boreyko V., in which he analyzes the main trends and the outco-
mes of the activity of Ukrainian Nature Protection Brigades (Boreyko V., 
1991). 
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Conclusions

Thus, the analysis of Soviet historical science in terms of informal 
youth organizations is marked by ambiguity. On one hand, compared to 
the previous period, it shows considerable increase in the number of works 
on the specified issue, new questions were raised, discussions were held, 
some experts managed to withdraw from the political and ideological ste-
reotypes and take an unbiased look on the problem. On the other hand, 
the literature of that period was mainly politically biased, failing to men-
tion critical processes in youth surroundings, distorting the notions to the 
advantage of political conjuncture (namely, referring to the nationalist or-
ganizations criticizing the authorities as extremist and antisocial groups). 
Besides, it is worth noting such local peculiarity as the insufficient depth 
of research of the given problem conducted by Ukrainian scientists. 
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